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SERIOUS REACTIONS TO ANTIBIOTICS 
Results of a nationwide survey 
ly three thousand his 
were so serious as to 


IN THE 
nes in the 
it Purdue 


ichieve 


NEW FURNITURE 
reports that 


DEMAND 
more pop 
Dealers 


e 


/F SHOE 


oroscope devices, and all 
unsafe The Health Departme 
bone disease may result 

but shoe clerks and tl 


constantly exposed to 


CONSUMER BULL 





affected. Minimum safety requirements call for proper shielding of the 
fluoroscope devices and a limit on the number of times a shoe customer is 
fitted by such a device. Better still, patronize a shoe store with ex- 
perienced clerks who do not need to use a fluoroscope to fit a customer 


properly 
. > * 

PEOPLE WHO SUFFER FROM VARICOSE VEINS will find helpful advice ina 
recent booklet on the subject put out by the American Heart Association and 
distributed through local branches The affliction occurs most commonly in 
people who have inherited weak veins in their legs and those whose occupa- 
tions keep them on their feet for long hours at a time, including house- 
wives, policemen, elevator operators, dentists, barbers, and sales clerks. 
For those with varicose veins, the pamphlet makes several helpful recom- 
mendations: Avoid standing or sitting still in one place for a long period 
of time. In traveling, make it a point to get up or stretch your legs 
about every half hour. When watching television, put your feet on a stool. 
Exercise, such as walking, bicycle-—type movements, and swimming, is useful 
for improving circulation in the veins of the legs Women, who are more 
likely to suffer from varicose veins than men, should never wear round 
garters and should not wear elastic girdles for any length of time 


es oe . 


FABRICS LABELED "WRINKLE-RESISTANT" AND "DRIP—DRY" should not be sub- 
jected to bleaching when they are laundered That advice comes from the 
American Institute of Laundering, which points out that such fabrics are 
treated with resin finishes. Chlorine in the bleach may unite with the 
resin finish, and when a sufficient amount is built up in the fabric, the 
heat of an iron used to touch up a garment here and there will release 
chlorine as hydrochloric acid; that im turn may cause browning and weaken- 
ing of the fabric. 


. = > 


PACKAGED MEATS AND POULTRY are popular items with consumers, par- 
ticularly in the large supermarkets. It is advisable at periodic inter- 


vals, however, to check the marked weight of such packages. In Connecticut, 
according to a report by Harold Clark, Division Chief of the Connecticut 
Food and Drug Commission, short weight in packaged meats and poultry has 
been a common occurrence. In checking declared weight markings against the 
price per pound, his department found that overcharges running from one 
cent to five cents were not uncommon. He also reported that pork sausage 
frequently showed a fat content of 60 percent to 70 percent as compared 
with the standardized maximum of 50 percent. With the present high price of 
food, consumers will do well to make certain they are getting what they 
think they are paying for. 
ie a 

SOMETHING NEW IN BANK LOANS has been instituted by the Brooklyn Sav- 
ings Bank. Instead of withdrawing a sizable sum from a savings account for 
an important purchase, you may borrow the money for a year or more and 
leave your account intact No doubt the theory is that you will pay offa 
loan faster than you would rebuild a savings account The borrower pays 5 
percent simple interest while his account continues to earn 3-1/4 percent 
dividends, making the cost of the loan less than 1-3/4 percent 


* * * 


MOUNTING SALES OF THE SMALL ECONOMICAL FOREIGN CARS continue to amaze 
the big Detroit manufacturers. General Motors got on the bandwagon with 
imports of the Vauxhall from Great Britain and the Opel Rekord from Ger- 
many. More recently, the Ford Motor Company has called on the Institute of 
Motivational Research, according to The Wall Street Journal, to find out 
why people like the small cars. Just ask the man-——or woman——-who owns one: 
twice as many miles to the gallon as the big overpowered jobs, parking in a 
space no big car can be manipulated into without risk of denting fenders, 
slipping through narrow openings in traffic, and turning on the proverbial 
dime. 





The continuation of this section is on page 35) 
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SMALL AM RADIOS 





Table models, and both tube and transistor portables 


NOT TOO LONG AGO some people in the know were 
forecasting the death of the radio business. Tie 
present picture, based upon 1956-1957 sales, 
shows radio as a stalwart giant and still very much 
in the running in its battle with television. In- 
deed, more radio sets than TV receivers are sold 
each year. 

The advances made in reducing the size of 
components, the “automated” production of 
chassis employing printed circuits, and the in- 
creasing popularity of transistors to replace vacu- 
um tubes have brought about many changes. 
Indeed, the insides of some of the new small sets 
are hardly recognizable as radios when compared 
to table-model radios of 10 or 20 years ago. Ex- 
cept for a reduction in the physical size of the 
cabinets, however, the benefits that have accrued 
to the consumer as a result of these advances 
have been few, and mainly unimportant. 

Consumers’ Research has found, however, that 
the sets generally have been improved in one im- 
portant respect—namely their electrical shielding 
which protects the user from possible shock haz- 
ard. Several of the receivers tested were equip- 
ped with interlocks which opened the electrical 
connection to the receiver when the back was 
removed. It is also worthy of note that leakage 
current at exposed metal parts was much lower 
than found in similar type receivers tested a few 
years ago. Remember, however, that no radio 
should be used in a kitchen or bathroom or in any 
place where it might be dropped into water. Many 
persons have been killed when such an accident 
occurred. . However, practically all of the tran- 
sistor portables are suitable for use in these areas 


Table models 

In table sets, the consumer is interested prin- 
cipally in clear reception without interference 
from adjacent channels, ease of tuning, good tone, 
and inexpensive servicing. On many sets, the 
tone quality isn’t even as good as it was on older 
sets which had larger cabinets and slightly larger 
speakers. Servicing, too, is now more difficult 
and time-consuming because of the use of printed 
wiring and the greater dexterity and care required 
when the repairman replaces components. 
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Portables 

The battery-operated portable receiver employ- 
ing vacuum tubes has been popular for many 
years. Its physical size has been reduced some 
what, principally because manufacturers have 
reduced the size of the battery compartment. As 
a result, cost of operation has risen; the smaller 
batteries require more frequent replacement 

The transistor has one great advantage; it 
offers a solution to the high-cost-of-operation 
problem in battery sets, and most manufacturers 
now have one or more transistor portables in 
their lines. Indeed, this small, compact kind of 
radio offers economy of operation as its principal 
feature. (Vacuum tubes are inherently inefficient 
in use of current.) If the batteries in a portable 
tube receiver supply 20 units of electricity, for 
example, only one unit may eventually be utilized 
to produce sound in the speaker. The transistor 
marks a great step forward in efhiciency, for in the 
transistor portable set only two units of electricity 
may be required to produce one unit of electrical 
energy delivered to the speaker. Obviously, the 
transistor either permits use of small and inex- 
pensive batteries, or reduces considerably the 
need for battery replacement because of this great 
gain in circuit efficiency. 

Unfortunately for the consumer, a good transis 
tor portable is still an expensive item, principally 
because the transistors themselves are expensive. 
Prices should come down, however, as these sub- 
stitutes for vacuum tubes are more widely used 
and production techniques are correspondingly 
simplified and standardized. Don't assume, in- 
cidentally, that a set with eight transistors is 
better than one with six. 


CR’s tests 

Each receiver in the listings following was sub 
jected to the usual tests for sensitivity (the ability 
to receive weak stations), selectivity (the ability 
to separate two stations which are next to each 
other on the tuning dial), amount of tonal dis- 
tortion, and acoustical response (an indication of 
the tonal quality of a receiver In addition, 
shock hazard was determined and several other 
factors affecting performance were evaluated. 





Emerson 853 





Table-model radios 
A. Recommended 


Emerson, Model 853, Series B_) (Emerson Radio & 
Phonograph Corp., New York City) $27. 


Syivania 519 


300d sound quality for a table model 

Sensitivity, average; selectivity, good. Volume of 
sound output was somewhat below average, but tona 
quality was good. Workmanship was good, and parts 
were accessible for servicing. Printed-circuit constr 
tion. Two 4-in. speakers. Plastic cabinet 
Sylvania, Model $19 (Sy!vania Electric Products, In 
Radio Television Div., New York 19) $24.95 


Above average for this type of set in several respects 











Sensitivity, average; selectivity, fair. Good volume of 

sound output, with satisfactory tonal quality. Work 

manship and ease of servicing, good. Printed-circuit Admiral 244 
construction. 4-in. speaker. Plastic cabinet 


B. Intermediate 


Admiral, Model 244 Admirai Corp., Chicago 54 
$21.95 
A table-model receiver of average quality 





Sensitivity and selectivity, fair. Volume of output was 
below average when the volume was turned down to 
the point at which distortion was reasonably low. Tonal 
quality, fairly good. Workmanship and ease of servicing 
good. Printed-circuit construction. 4-in. speaker. Plas 
tic cabinet 


General Electric, Model 860 (General Electric Co., ~ 
Radio Receiver Dept., Bridgeport 2, Conn.) $29.95 Qansset Ghestete G20 
An average receiver; sound quality was only fair 

Sensitivity, average; selectivity, fair. Distortion was 

present in the sound output even at low levels of volume 

the unusually small output transformer used possibly 

contributed to the poor tonal quality). Workmanship 

was good, but accessibility for servicing was only fair 

Printed-circuit construction. 5-in. speaker. Plastic 

cabinet. 


RCA 8X6M (Radio Corp. of America, RCA Victor 
Div., Camden, N.J.) $24.95 

An average receiver in its more important aspects 

Sensitivity, good; selectivity, fair. Volume of sound 
output, fair. Tonal quality, average. Workmanship 
was good, but servicing would be difficult because sev- 


eral parts were not readily accessible. Printed circuit 
4-in. speaker. Plastic cabinet. RCA Victor 8X6M 
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RCA Victor 7-BX-9H 


Westinghouse 357P4 
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Zenith A-400 
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Vacuum-tube portables 


For use, as desired, on alternating or direct cur- 
rent, or with self-contained dry batteries. 


A. Recommended 


RCA, Model 7-BX-9H (Radio Corp. of America, RCA 
Victor Radio & “Victrola” Div., Camden, N.] $69.95 
plus $6.75 for batteries. A two-band portable, which 
provided for reception of the regular broadcast band 
and on the short-wave band (2 to 5 megacycles) also 


Judged above average in most respects 


Sensitivity, good. Volume of output, average. Tonal 
quality, average. Plastic cabinet 8%4 in. high, 1134 in 


wide, 5144 in. deep. Accessibility of parts for servicing 
good. 4-in. speaker. 


Zenith, Model A-400 (Zenith Radio Corp., Chicago 
39) $29.95, plus $5.70 for batteries 

A well-designed portable with above-average station-getting 
ability and adequate volume of sound for a portable receiver 
Sensitivity, very good. Volume of output, about aver 
age for a portable set. Tonal quality, good. Plastic 
cabinet 834 in. high, 1144 in. wide, 234 in. deep. Ac 
cessibility of parts for servicing, good. 4-in. diameter 
speaker. 


B. Intermediate 


Emerson 879-B (Emerson Radio & Television Corp 
New York City) $35, plus $4 85 for batteries. 

An average receiver in most respects 

Sensitivity, fair. Volume of output, average. Tonal 
quality, good. Plastic cabinet 10 in. high, 11 in. wide, 
3 in. deep. Accessibility of parts for servicing, poor 
3-in. speaker. 


Motorola, Model 5P31A Motorola nc., Chicago) 
$31 95, plus $5.20 for batteries 

An average receiver in most respects 

Sensitivity, good. Volume of sound output, below aver 
age. Tonal quality, fair. General design judged only 
fair, overall. Fabric-covered metal cabinet 74 in. high 
1044 in. wide, 4 in. deep. For reasons of safety, CR 
prefers the use of a plastic or other non-conducting mate 
rial to metal, for cabinets. Ease of servicing, poor. 4-in 
speaker. 

Westinghouse, Model 557P4 Westinghouse Electric 
Corp., Metuchen, N.J.) $35, plus $3.30 for batteries 
An average receiver in most respects. 

Sensitivity, good. Volume of output, average. Tonal 
quality judged fair. Plastic cabinet 644 in. high, 834 
in. wide, 34% in. deep. Ease of servicing, fair. 4-in 
speaker. 


C. Not Recommended 


Sylvania, Model 3201 (Sylvania Electric Products 
Inc.) $34.95, plus $4.50 for batteries. 

Shock hazard was above CR’s limit, this set would otherwise 
have been worthy of an A-Recommended rating 

Good sensitivity. Volume of output, average. Tonal 
quality, fair. Plastic cabinet 11 in. high, 12 in. wide, 
4 in. deep. Ease of servicing, good. Shock hazard in 
high leakage current from exposed metal part on cabinet 
(1.7 ma.). 4-in. speaker. 




















OuMont 1210 RCA Victor 8-8T-.10K 


Transistor portables Emerson 888 
A. Recommended 


DuMont, Model 1210 (Allen B. DuMont Labs., Pater 
son, N.J.) $89.95 

One of the best transistor portables Consumers’ Research he 
tested to date 

Sensitivity and selectivity were good. Volume of sound 


, 


output was higher than with most portable set 


tonal quality was good; there was no noticeable bax 

ground hiss Six type-C 1ho-v It batteries (10c e: 

supplied power. Battery current drain was higher than 

General Electric P-710A 


average. Estimated cost of operation per hour, 0.4 


Weight, 2.4 lb Six transistors Leather case, 5 i 
high, 7 in. wide, and 3 in. deep. Workmanship was ex 
cellent, and servicing should be relatively eas, 


speaker. 


RCA, Model 8-BT-10K (Radio Corp. of America 
Victor Div., Camden, N.J.) $75 

One of the better transistor portables t not quite the equal 
of the Du Mont 

Sensitivity was good; selectivity, fairly good. Volume 
yf output was higher than average, and tonal quality was 
good; no noticeable background hiss. 9-volt battery 
supplied power (price, $1.65 Battery current drain 
was average. Estimated cost of operation per hour, 0.3 
Weight, 3.6 lb. Leather case was 7 in. high, 10 in. long 
and 4 in. deep. Workmanship was fair; servicing 
should be relatively easy. 6-in. oval speaker 


B- 
Emerson 888 (Emerson Radio & Phonograph Corp Motorola SPS1A 
New York City) $44. 
This portable is worthy only of a B- rating in relation to the 
DuMont or RCA transistor portables. In view of its relatively 
low price, however, it may provide a satislactory compromise 
purchase for those who are unwilling to spend $75 to $90 for 
9 Oetter transistor receiver 





General Electric P-710A 
Sensitivity and selectivity were fair. Volume of sound Receiver Dept., Bridgep 
yutput was fair, but there was an undesirable noise in About the equa! of the 
the background at all times, which detracted from other Sensitivit 

wise satisfactory tonal quality. Four 144-volt penlight 

batteries (10c each) supplied power. Battery current 

drain was comparatively high. Estimated cost of opera 

tion per hour, 0.6 Weight, 1.3 lb. Eight transistors 

were employed. Plastic case, 4 in. high, 64% in. long 

2 in. deep. Workmanship was not as good as would be 

desirable, and servicing would be difficult because 


inaccessibility of parts. 314-in. speaker. 
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Bath towels 


[HE MOST IMPORTANT PROPERTY of any bath 
towel is its effectiveness in absorbing water. Ina 
this country bath towels are usually made of 
terry cloth, which has some of the threads in the 
weave pulled out to form the loops of the pile 
The advantage of the pile in bath towels is that 
it adds absorbing material without increasing the 
size or stifiness of the towel. A towel made of 
plain woven fabric of the same weight and size 
would absorb just as much water as a terry cloth 
towel (although a little more slowly), but it would 
feel rough and stiff by comparison with the terry 
material. 

In the study of terry towels recently completed 
by Consumers’ Research, 43 bath towels were in- 
cluded. These were purchased in retail stores in 
the East and Midwest and ranged in price from 
59 cents to $5.95 per towel. 

The towels were blue, blue-green, or blue-and- 
white striped and ranged in weight from 8 ounces 
per square yard to 16.7 ounces per square yard 
For convenience, they are classified \y weight as 
light (8 to 11.3 ounces per square yard), medium 
(11.7 to 13.9 ounces per square yard), and heavy 
(14.3 to 16.7 ounces per square yard). Low weight 
per square yard was associated with relatively 
low breaking strength. Some lightweight towels, 
however, met the minimum requirements (ASA 
L24.2.5-1955) of 50 pounds breaking strength in 
the length direction and 40 pounds in the width, 
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ind some indeed exceeded these minimum re 
quirements 

Ihe towels were all ‘“‘ bath size,"’ nominally 20 x 
40 inches, 22 x 44 inches, 24 x 46 inches, or 24 x 48 
inches in size. Most of the towels were as large 


as claimed within reasonable tolerances. On the 


basis of their nominal sizes, the towels ranged 
widely in price, from less than $1 per square yard 
for six of the lightweight towels, to $6.72 a square 
vard for the heavyweight Martex Patrician. 
Weight alone, however, did not determine the 
price bracket, for the lightweight towels ranged 
in price from 79 cents to $2.33 a square yard, 
medium weight from $1.08 to $2.64, heavyweight 
from $1.31 to $6.72. 

The tests for rate or speed ol abs« rption were 
of considerable interest. This was determined by 
the capillary rise of water in strips of the toweling 
in 10 minutes. The tests for moisture retention, 
or absorbency, were conducted in accordance 
with the procedure outlined in Method 5502 of 
Federal Specification CCC-T-191b in which a 
sample of known size is immersed in tap water 
for 10 seconds, withdrawn, allowed to drain, and 
then reweighed. In general, the light and medium 
weight towels absorbed moisture at a faster rate 
This did not apply to 
Some absorbed 


than the heavier towels. 
all of the lighter towels, however 
water slowly, and two lightweight striped towels 


Photographs of bath towels: Callaway Mills, Inc 





showed different rates of absorption in the color 
stripes 


In each case the white stripe absorbed 


water less rapidly than the turquoise blue strip« 
and the average height of rise was less than that 
of others in this group 

The heavier towels absorbed larger amounts of 
water both in grams and on a percentage-of-weight 
basis. There were, however, towels in all three 
weight groups that absorbed better than 100 per 
cent of their weight within 10 minutes. Hers 
again color seems to make some difference. One 
of the lightweight samples gave markedly differ 
ent results in different parts of the towel, depend 
ing upon the total amount of white in the samp 
strip. Other striped towels showed a similar ef 
fect, though less in amount 


Absorbency performance by group 
Average Average 
capillary rise, %% moisture 
10 minutes retention, 
10 seconds 
Warp Filling 


Lightweight towels (12 3.3 3 90.¢ 
5 & 


Medium weight towels (19 2.7 90.8 


Heavyweight towels (12) 2.5 93.5 


rhe towels tested shrank in length by 6 to 11% 
percent after five launderings in an automatk 
washer-and-dryer combination. In most cases 
the shrinkage was not enough to make the towels 


shorter or narrower than the nor il or marked 
size. More important to the housewife, perhaps 
is the shrinkage of the decorative bands of some 
of the towels, which shrank more than an incl 
beyond the shrinkage in width of the rest of the 
towel, thus distorting the towels. Seven of the 
towels tested had borders which shrank and 
caused distortion in this way 

Consumers who are thrifty buvers will be in 
terested to see that there was nm Sigmil int rela 
tionship between the price of the towel per square 
vard and suc h properties as fabri stre neth, break 
In general 


medium-weight towels were stronger than towels 


ing strength, or absorbent properties 


of other weights 
Prices | parentheses ire the ) the 
towels per square yard, based 


marked size 
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A. Recommended 


LIGHTWEIGHT TOWELS 
Cannon (J. C. Penne 
9.6 oz. per square yard 
Cannon Balboa (Cannon Mills, 70 Worth St., New 
York 13) 59c (96c). 8.0 oz. per sq. yd 

Dundee Duet (Dundee Mills, Inc., 40 Worth St., New 
York 13) 89c ($1.04 10.7 oz 


40-7789 


MEDIUM-WEIGHT TOWELS 

Callaway Citation (Callaway Mills, Inc., 295 Fifth 
Ave., New York 16) $1.59 ($2.13 11.8 oz 

Callaway Minuet (Callaway Mills, Inc.) $1.59 ($2.13) 
11.7 oz 

Callaway Royalty (Callaway Mills. Inc.) $1.98 ($2.23) 
13.4 oz 

Cannon Empress (Cannon Mills, In $1.89 ($2.04 
13.4 OZ. 

Dundee Chantilly (Dundee Mills, In $1.49 ($1.75 
13.9 oz 

Dundee Olympic (Dundee Mills, Inc.) $1 ($1.12) 
12.1 oz. 

Fieldcrest Allegro (Jl ieldcrest Miills, Inc., 
St., New York 13) $1.98 ($2.23 13.9 oz 
Harmony House (Sears-Roebuck's Cat. No. 3380RM) 
92c ($1.08), plus postage. 12.8 oz. Short. 


88 Worth 


HEAVYWEIGHT TOWELS 

Cannon (J. C. Penney Lot No. 40-7882) 98c ($1.31 
14.4 oz 

Cannon Radiance (Cannon Mills, Inc $1.99 ($2.34 
14.3 oz. 

Fieldcrest Monaco 
($2.33). 14.6 oz 
Fieldcrest Royal Velvet (Fieldcrest Mills, Inc.) $3.98 
($4.48). 16.6 oz. 

Harmony House Jewel Tone Sears-Roebuck's Cat. 
No. 96—3437M) $1.76 ($1.98), plus postage. 14.4 oz 
Martex Luxor 1960 (\artex Mills, 65 Worth St., New 
York 13) $3.75 ($4.22). 14.7 oz 
Martex Midas Touch (\artex Mills 
14.8 oz. 


Fieldcrest Mills, Inc.) $1.98 


$2.98 ($3.50) 


B. Intermediate 


LIGHTWEIGHT TOWELS 

Callaway Coachman (Callaway Mills, Inc $1.98 
$2.33). 11.3 oz. Absorbency, relatively low 

Cannon, Nylon Dacron Selvage (Cannon Mills, Inc_; 
Montgomery Ward's Cat. No. 16—3895C) 78c ($1.04 

plus postage. 11.3 0z. Narrow. A strong towel for its 
weight. 

Cannon Allegro (Cannon Mills, Inc.) 79c ($1.06) 
10.8 oz. A good towel, but smaller than marked size in 
both directions. Decorative border shrank more than 
one inch in excess of width of towel 

Cannon Starlite (Cannon Mills, Inc.) 79c ($1.06) 
11.1 oz. Absorbency, relatively low 

Dundee Regency (Dundee Mills, Inc $1.19 ($1.40 

11.3 oz. Border shrank excessive 
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MEDIUM-WEIGHT TOWELS 

Callaway Sun Valley (Callaway Mills, Inc.) $1.98 
($2.23 13.2 oz. Absorption speed, relatively slow 
Cannon Ascot Stripe Cannon Mills, Inc.) $1.29 
($1.73 13.2 oz. Short. Absorption speed, relatively 
slow. 

Cannon Kimberly (Cannon Mills, Inc.) 9%6c ($1.28) 
11.7 oz. Porder shrank excessively. 

Cannon Mills, Inc.) 99¢ 


Absorption speed, relatively 


Cannon Moroccan Stripe 
($1.33) 12.9 oz. Short 
slow. 

Cannon Spencerian (Cannon Mills, Inc.) $ 
12.8 oz. Absorbency, relatively low 
Cone, Style 9164-3 (Cone Mills, In 
New York 18) 98c ($1.31 12.2 oz 


excessively 


1440 Broadway 
Border shrank 


Sears-Roebuck's Cat. No. 3375M 


Short initially and 


Harmony House 
92c ($1.23), plus postage. 12.3 oz 
shrank 1114% in length 

Martex Kensington Martex Mills $1.59 ($1.87) 


13.5 oz. Border shrank excessivel\ 


Martex Windsor (\artex Mills 

Oz Border shrank excessively 

HEAVYWEIGHT TOWELS 

Callaway Grandeur Callaway Mills, In $2.98 
($3.35). 15.2 oz. Absorption speed, relatively slow 
Callaway Mills, In $3.98 
($4.46). 16.7 oz. Absorption speed, relatively slow 
Martex Patrician (\Martex Mills) $5.95 ($6.72 16.0 


oz. Absorption speed, relatively slow 


Martex Sovereign Martex Mills) $1.95 ($1.79 
14.6 oz. Border shrank excessively 


Callaway Penthouse 


C. Not Recommended 


LIGHTWEIGHT TOWELS 
Cannon (J. C. Penney Lot No. 40-4566) 59c (96c) 
9.9 oz. Breaking strength too low 

Cannon Piccadilly (Cannon Mills, Inc.) 59%c (96c 

10.3 oz. Breaking strength too low. Speed of absorp 
tion, relatively slow 

Cone, Style 9099A (Cone Mills, Inc 59c (79c). 9.5 
oz. Breaking strength too low. 

Dundee Stardust Dundee Mills, Inc.) 69c (93c 

8.8 oz. Breaking strength too low 

MEDIUM-WEIGHT TOWELS 

Callaway Lynn (Callaway Mills, Inc $1.59 ($1.86) 
12.4 oz. Absorbency, low 


slow 


A bsorpti yn speed, relatively 


Cannon Luxury Stripe Cannon Mills, Inc.) 98 
$1.31 12.1 oz. Absorbency, low. Absorption speed 


relatively slow 


HEAVYWEIGHT TOWELS 


Harmony House Horseless Carriage (Sears-Roebuck’s 
Cat. No, 96—3495M) $2.24 ($2.63 plus postage. 15.7 


\bsorben \bsorption speed, relatively slow 





THe Aim of the owner of every tropical fish 
aquarium is to keep the water in his aquarium 
sparkling clear, and clean. While this can be 
accomplished without the use of an aquarium 
pump, if the aquarium is properly balanced with 
plants (which is difficult to do) and if the tank is 
not overcrowded with fish, a small electric 
pump used with a suitable filter does th 
much more easily and certainly 

[he commonest type of pump delivers 
wessed air which causes the water to flow ba 
into the aquarium tank after it has passed through 
i filter; this type of pump also provides aeration 
ot the water With an outside filter, water 
flows through a siphon tube from the aquarium 
into the top ol the filter The water then passes 
downward to the bottom of the filter and is 
filtered through a layer of glass wool and a layer 
of charcoal. Compressed air from the pump piped 
to the return stem of the filter lifts the purified 
water up through a tube into the aquarium. The 
action of the pump in returning the water to the 
tank keeps the siphon in operation. Filters 
inside the tank operate in a similar manner, but 
are immersed in the water of the aquarium; thes 
require no siphon and need only to be connected 
to the air hose from the pump. Filters of the 
usual type must be cleaned every one or two 


weeks. 


A newer type ¢ hilier consists ol a network of 
perforated pipes ofr perforated plasti buried 
under the gravel at the bottom of the aquarium 
With this arrangement, the gravel acts as the 
filter. Filters of this type are the simplest aid to 


maintaining a sparkling tank but, if not correctly 
’ 


used, they tend to impede plant growth 

Fish require oxvgen in sol 
to sustain life, a 
which, unless it 
the water, is harmful é h The 
the area of w irfa t inlum 
more OX’ ni lla and 
more carbon dioxide 
of the compressed furnished by 
aerates the ink; this air ts forced through 
connected in ‘‘air stone’ or other air liberating 
means at bottom of the tank from which the 
air emerges as a stream of small bubbles \eration 
increases the amount of water t and in 
effect increases the surface are: the nk 
Another advantage of aeration is t “ak up the 
scum that nds to form on the surface of the 
water. Aeration is most useful at night, during 
the period when the plants give off carbon dioxide 

Some authorities maintain that aquarium fish 
can become so accustomed to mecha: il icration 
that to remove it would be harmful to their 


well-being 
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In any event, if a tank has a greater fish and 
plant population than it can support by natural 
absorption of air at the water surface, mechanical 
means for aeration are a necessity. And to re- 
move artificial aeration under such a condition 
would result in death to enough of the fish to 
bring about a natural balance. 

In purchasing an aquarium pump, it is im- 
portant to select one that delivers sufficient air 
to operate all the equipment you expect to use 
with it. Too small a pump will obviously be 
unsatisfactory, and with too large a pump, back 
pressure will be excessive and the life of the 
pump will be shortened. As a rough guide, it 
can be assumed that an outside filter requires 
about 20 cubic inches of air per minute, and air 
stones, about 4 to 5 cubic inches each 

Some manufacturers, in stating the capacity of 
their pumps, give a figure in cubic inches per 
minute and neglect to state whether the rated air 
delivery is produced when operating under no 
pressure (free flow) or at some standard working 
pressure. Delivery figures unrelated to working 
pressure can be very misleading, for in some 
pumps the amount of air produced under a normal 
back pressure of 2 or 3 pounds is considerably 
less than and sometimes only a fraction of that 
produced under free flow (no back pressure 
Some pumps, indeed, are not capable ol working 
against a normal back pressure. 

Quiet operation is important, for a pump with 
a loud hum or other noise can be very disturbing 
in a living room, game room, or bedroom. Piston- 
type pumps in good condition are usually quiet 
in operation, but most vibrator-type pumps are 
noisy 


PRESSURE TANK 


OUTSIDE FILTER ——> 


AIR PUMP BALL CHECK VALVE 
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Piston pumps 


A. Recommended 


Typhoon (Maihof Engineering Products, Avenel, N. J.) 
$16.60. Redmond motor, 1/150 hp. Energy consump- 
tion, 30 watts. High speed, short stroke, direct drive. 
Moving mechanism fully enclosed (desirable). Brass 
cylinder. Connecting rod had ball bearings. Capacity, 
95 cu. in. per min. at 2 lb. per sq. in. (no capacity claim 
by manufacturer). Relatively quiet in operation. One- 
year guarantee. Listed by C.S.A. (Canadian Standards 
\ssociation, functioning in a way similar to UL). 1 


Cosmic, Model JTI1E (New Rochelle Mfg. Co., 207 
Washington Ave., New Rochelle, N. Y.) $21. Motor 
horsepower rating not given. Energy consumption, 45 
watts. Belt drive. Brass cylinder, adjustable in position 
to regulate rate of air flow. Main bearings and con- 
necting-rod bearing, bronze. Capacity, 190 cu. in. per 
min. at 2 lb. per sq. in. (manufacturer claimed 350 cu 
in. per min.). A well-made pump; fairly quiet in 
operation. (Guaranteed for one year, but a charge of 
$1 is made for handling and postage. Listed by C.S.A. 


2 


Marvel Airflow, Model B (Magnus Mig. Co., 6 S. 
Franklintown Rd., Baltimore 23) $28.35, complete with 
pressure tank and gauge. Redmond motor, 1/70 hp 
Energy consumption, 45 watts Belt drive Brass 
cylinder adjustable in position to regulate amount of 
alr Main bearings and connecting rod bearing are 
brass. Capacity, 170 cu. in. per min. at 2 lb. per sq. in. 
(manufacturer claimed 132 cu. in. per min Well 
made, relatively quiet in operation. Listed by C.S.A. 2 


Supreme Airmaster (Hugene G. Danner Co., Brooklyn 
27, N. Y.) Approximately $21. Redmond motor, 1/150 
hp. Energy consumption, 25 watts. Belt drive. Cylin 
der and main bearings, brass; connecting rod bearing, 
bronze. Capacity, 90 cu. in. per min. at 2 lb. per sq. in 
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Marvel Airflow 


by manufacturer Relatively quiet 


In operation Listed by C.S.A 2 
Marco, Model B2 (|. B. Maris Co., Bloomfield, N. | 
$38.50. Similar to Model A, but motor and cylinders 


are larger 


no capacity claim 


One-year guarantee 


and there are two cylinders instead of one 


Direct drive. Energy consumption, 30 watts. Capacit 


65 cu. in. per min. at 2 lb. per sq. in. (manufact 


per min.). Listed by UL 

Marco, Model 25 (|. B. Maris Co.) $30. GE, 6 
of unstated horsepower 
about 40 watts Short stroke, 
fully 


1 
steel 


claimed 75 cu. in 


slow-speed motor Energy « 


sumption, direct dr 


Moving parts enclosed (desirable Cast 


cylinder with liner 


Connecting rod had 


bearings. Capacity, 200 cu. in. per min. at 2 Il 


sg I 
}. In 


Most effective of the piston pumps in cubic in« 


manufacturer claimed 200 cu. in. pe 
hes of ai 


per minute for a given amount of electrical energy 


Relatively quiet in operation. A well-made pum; 


B. Intermediate 


Cosmic Tom Thumb, Model 711B (New Rochelle Mig 
Co.) $16. Motor stated Energy 
consumption, 40 short stroke 


horsepower not 
High 


vlinder 


watts speed, 


direct drive. Brass « adjustable in position t 


regulate amount of air. Connecting rod had ball bearings 
Capacity, 90 cu. in. per min. at 2 lb. per sq. in. (manu 


facturer claimed 200 cu. in. per min Carrving handle 


made of plastic tubing (undesirable Relatively 


in operation Same guarantee as for Cosmic 711! 


Listed by C.S.A. 
Marco, Model A (|. 


current 


Maris Co $27 50 
motor ol 


Disk t 


edd, slow speed unstated 


power. Direct drive. Energy consumption, 20 


Cylinder, oscillating type, of brass, with steel 
Main bearings, bronze 
at 2 lb 


min Least effective of the piston pumps in us¢ 


Capacity, 25 cu. in. per 


per sq. in. (manufacturer claimed 24 cu. in 


electric energy per cubic inch of air per minute An 


exceptionally well-made pump, very quiet in operation 
but its capacity would be somewhat small for 


Listed by UL. 2 


aquarists 


THREE TYPES OF PISTON PUMPS 


Typhoon 


C. Not Recommended 


Metal Frame Silver Streak (\ieta!l Franny 
Co., Pine Brook, N. | $19.15. Motor hor 
stated Ener msumption, 35 watts 
Die -« 

necting 

min. at 

claim of 110 ¢ 
test (One-year guarantee 
and handli ig 


for postage 


Vibrator pumps 
B. Intermediate 


Super Aqua-Air (Aqua Air Products 


St Miami 47 $9.95 M ide in | rance 


en opera 9 


guarantee agal 


with a charge D | 


Thiberg Aerator, Model | 
Knolls, N. | $10 | 
watts 

Most « 

for given a 
dee Dp toned | 
year guarantee Listed 


C. Not Recommended 


‘ttish Fisheries [Amer 
About $5 Fy 


back 


Saxon, Model A 
New \ 
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Portable sanders for the home craftsman 


MAny a fine piece of furniture built by a home 
craftsman has been ruined by poor sanding; the 
same is true of commercially made items that 
have later been refinished by the do-it-yoursell 
fan. A poor quality of finish is often due to poor 
and insufficient sanding 

Since hand sanding is tedious and tiresome 
work, many home hobbyists are interested in 
power sanders. These come in several types and 
make the job of sanding wood much easier. 

For fine wood finishing, the most popular types 
nowadays are the orbital and straight-line sanders. 
In the orbital sanders, the sandpaper is moved at 
high speed in very small circles. The straight- 
line sanders have a simple reciprocating motion 
which moves the sandpaper back and forth rapidly 
with short strokes. A few of the straight-line 
motion sanders are driven by electromagnetic 
vibrators instead of a spinning motor. There are 
also sanders now on the market which produce 
either orbital or straight-line sanding. 

It is a generally accepted fact that sanding 
should be done with the grain of the wood to ob- 
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tain the smoothest finish; thus, in principle, 
straight-line sanders do the best job of finishing 
This is true in practice, also, but the orbital sander 
can produce results that are almost as good, if 
the manufacturer's instructions to sand progres- 
sively with coarse, medium, and fine paper are 
followed This procedure will produce swirl 
marks that are so slight as hardly to be noticed 
except by the use of a magnifying glass. 

On the basis of tests of the sanders reported in 
this article, it is CR’s opinion that the work pro- 
duced by the orbital sanders would be satisfactory 
for any except the most critical craftsman doing 
work of the highest type. Orbital sanders are 
more effective in speed of removal of wood than 
straight-line sanders and thus are more suitable 
for all coarse and semi-finishing operations. Or- 
bital sanders are also excellent for sanding the end 
grain of wood. 

For safety, all portable sanders should be 
equipped with three-wire cords. It is strongly 
recommended that a special taree-opening recep- 
tacle for use with three-prong plugs be installed 





and used, rather than to rely upon an adapter 
device which permits plugging the three-prong 
plug into a two-slot outlet. 

CR’s tests included electrical safety, ease of 
operation, speed measurements by stroboscope, 
and measurements of actual material removed by 
sanding from soft wood, hardwood, and Masonite 
hardboard, under controlled conditions 


Orbital type 


A. Recommended 


Pet, Model 200 (Portable Electric Tools, Inc., Chicago 
20) $39.50. A-c shaded pole motor rated at 3.5 amp 
3450 o.p.m. (orbital motions per minute). Sliding switch 
marked “On-Off."". Three-wire cord, 9 ft. 9 in. long, with 
grounding plug. Size of pad, 3-11/16x 744in. Weight 
8 Ib. (heaviest sander tested). Motor drives sanding pad 
directly Ball bearings throughout. Adjustable auxili 


Biack & Decker U-44 


ary handle. Ease of operation, very good. Ease of 
atta hing sandpaper, good Speed in removing materia 


very good. UL label 


Black & Decker, Model U-44 (The Black & Dec! 
Mig. Co., Towson 4, Md.) $52.50. Ac-dc motor 1 
mp. 3500 op.m. Trigger-type switch 
suld be locked in “‘On"’ position. Three-wire cord 


6 in. long, with grounding plug. Size of pad, 3%4 x 
in. Weight, 644 lb. Motor drives sanding pad- thro 


a V-belt. Ball bearings, except for upper motor bearing 
which was a sleeve type requiring lubrication. Had 3 
position auxiliary handle. Ease of operation and of 
attaching sandpaper, good. Speed in removing material 
good CSA (Canadian Standards Associatior abel 


Listed by UL 


B. Intermediate 
Skil, Model 592 (Skil Corp., Chicago 30) $49.95 


dc motor rated at 2 amp. 4800 0.p.m. Trigger swi 
which could be locked in “On” position [wo-wir 
cord, 7 ft. long, with no provision for grounding 
sirable). Size of pad, 354 x 7 in. Weight, § lb. 15 oz 
Motor drives sanding pad through a round-section belt 
Fixed-position auxiliary handle. Ball bearings except 
for upper bearing of motor which was sleeve type requir 


ing lubrication. Ease of operation, good; of attaching 


] 


sandpaper, very good. Speed in removing materia Porter-Cable 


very good. UL label 3 


C. Net Recommended 
Porter-Cable, Model 145 (Porter-Cable Machine C: 


Syracuse 8) $34.50. Ac-de motor rated at 1.5 amp 
3150 o.p.m. Toggle switch marked “On-Off.” Three 
wire cord, 6 ft. 7 in. long, with grounding plug. Size of 
pad, 3 x 5% in. Weight, 4 lb. 13 oz. Motor drives 
sanding pad through gears Ball and bronze sleeve 
bearings. Ease of operation and of attaching sandpaper 
good. Speed in removing material, fair. UL and CSA 
labels. Failed to pass high-voltage test for electrical 
safety. 2 
Stanley Pad Sander, Heavy-Duty Model H36-A 


Stanley Electric Tools, Div. of the Stanley Works, New Stanley 
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Craftsman 


Fairchild 


Cummins 
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Britain, Conn.) $49.95. Ac-de motor rated at 1.5 amp 
4000 o.p.m. Sliding switch marked “On-Off."" Three 
wire cord, 9 ft. 10 in. long, with grounding plug. Size of 
pad, 354 x7in. Weight, 6 lb. 60z. Motor drives sand 
ing pad through a toothed rubber belt. Ball bearings 
except for upper bearing of motor which was a sleeve 
type requiring lubrication. Had fixed-position auxiliary 
handle. Failed to pass high-voltage test for electrical 
safety. Ease of operation, good; of attaching sandp~ per 
very good. Speed in removing material, fair. UL a 


CSA labels. 


Straight-line vibrator type 
B. Intermediate 


Dremel, Model 2000 (Dremel! Mig. ( Racine, Wis 
$19.95 Vibrator type motor rated at 90 watts 7200 
strokes per min. Slide switch marked “On-Off Tw 
wire cord, 7 ft. 8 in. long, with no provision for ground 
ing. Size of pad, 2-13/16 x 7 in. Weight, 5 lb. Ease 
of operation, good; of attaching sandpaper, very good 


Listed by UZ l 


Speed in removing material, fair 


C. Not Recommended 


Craftsman, Model 110.7600 (Sears-Roebuck’'s Cat. No 
9—760) $29.44, plus postage. A-~ 


er mil Slide switch 


vibrator-type motor 
7200 strokes | 
Three-wire cord 6 in. long 
Weigl t 
6 lb. Ease of operation and of attachi sandpaper 
good Speed in removing materia air UL labe 
saletey 1 


rated at 2 amp 
marked “On-Off.’ 
with grounding plug. Size of 


, : : 
Failed to pass high-voltage test for elect: 


Double-action type 
A. Recommended 


Fairchild Dualine, Model 1253 (fF airchi Industries, 
Burlington, Vt Montgomery Ward's Cat. N R4 

8541M) $37.95, with two interchangeable platens—one 
for orbital sanding and one for straight-line sanding 
Ac-de motor rated at 1.8 amp 250 o.p.m. Sliding 
switch marked “On-Off."” Three-wire cord, 8 ft. 6 in 
long, with grounding plug. Size of pad, 3-9/16 x 7 in 
Weight, 5 lb. 5 oz Motor drives sanding pad throug! 
a toothed rubber belt 


ie | 


Ball bearings throughout. Easé 
of operation, very good; of attaching sandpaper, fair 
With orbital platen, speed in removing material, very 


good; with straight-line platen, fair. Special tool was 


r 


provided to facilitate removing platen UL and CSA 


labels 2 


B. Intermediate 


Cummins Double Action (John Oster Mig. ( Mil 
waukee 17) $49.95 Ac-de motor rated at 1.5 amp 
3200 o.p.m 

wire cord, 8 ft. 3 in. long, with grounding plus 
pad, 354 x 74% in. Weight, 5 lb. 6 oz. Motor drives 
sanding pad through a to rthed be It Ball bearings 


Sliding switch marked “On-Off.” Three 
size ol 


cept for upper motor bearing which was a sleeve 
requiring lubrication The Cummins has a 3-positior 
auxiliary handle and is changed from orbital to straight 


line motion by turning a removable key. Ease of attach 





Ease of operation, fair. Speed in 


tion and straight-line 


3 


ing sandpaper, poor. 
removing material with orbita! 
motion, only fair 


Orbital sanding attachments 

For those who do not do a sufficient amount of 
sanding to warrant the purchase of one of the 
tools previously listed, but who own a suitable 
portable electric drill, it may be in order to pur 
chase a sanding attachment for use with the 
drill. While, in general, such tools take much 
longer to produce a satisfactory finish’ than appli- 
ances specially made for sanding, owing to the 
slower speed at which the sanding pad operates 
the sanding attachments are capable of doing a 
(The Black & Decker attach- 


satisfactory job. 


ment, for example, when used with a drill rated 


at 2250 rpm., gave 2000 orbital movements per 
minute fo.p.m.], compared to 3500 per minute 
for the Black & Decker Model U-44. 


B. Intermediate 
Black & Decker, Cat. No. U-1016 Black & 


Mfg.Co.) $16.95. Can be used only with Black & 
drills, Model No, U-I, U-3, U-100, and 


50 all-purpose drill 


Decker 


l4-in. utility 
driving sanding pad directly 
impregnated bearing 3-11 


and of attaching sandpaper, very good 


Size of pad, 16 x 744 
Ease of operation 
Speed in removing material using a 2250 rpm. drill 


about one third that of the best orbital sanders 


Millers Falls, Model 882 (Millers Falls Co., Greent 


Villers Falls No. 888 


Drill drives sanding pad 


Mass.) $17.45. For use only with 
Power Unit Dri 3200 o.p.m 
through an eccentric that runs in a ball bearing 
only 


directly 
Size of pad, 346 x 7-3/16 in. Ease 


hold the tool steady 


4 operation 
fair; it was somewhat difficult to 
Ease of attaching sandpaper, good Speed in removing 


fair 2 


material 


Cc. Not Recommended 


Craftsman, Model 605-27190 
No. 9—2719) $9.44 
most }4-in. electric drills hav 


Nylon gear drive 


Sears-Roebuck'’s Cat 
plus postage. Can be used wit! 
ing a speed of 1500 rpm. or 
drill to sanding pad in 
346 x 6-15/16 


more iron 


creases speed by 2 to 1 ratio Size of pad 


bearings. kLase of operatio 


in. Ojl-impregnated sleeve 


only fair; it was diffi tt ld the tool stead Fase 


of attaching sandpaper, poor. Speed in removing mate 


rial, fair with a 2250 rpm. drill 1 
Mall, No. 50590 (Vial! Tool ¢ icago 

( hic » 19 $15.95 1 niy with /4¢ 

Vall dr driving sand! tly Ball 


‘ze O a ; 16 x 7 ! i ching 


7740 S. ( 


sander 


id did 


tiring to oper citi tt [ P ] 


good iu ‘ \ isvion 


paper 


ior 


sand ut! 


Sanding attach ments—from left to right: WN 
Crafteman, Millers Falls, Black & Decker T 


ast two are shown with drills attached 


The Black & Decker sander attachment 


and driti 
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Renault Dauphine 


THE CONSUMER can buy a low-horsepower Euro- 
pean car at a price 15 to 40 percent below the 
prices charged for the American cars in the lowest 
price bracket. Against the lower prices must be 
reckoned the possibility of greater rate of de- 
preciation of value of the European car. The 
Volkswagen currently shows an exceedingly low 
depreciation—primarily because the car is in 
phenomenally heavy demand just now and because 
new cars of this make are not immediately avail- 
able—but generally speaking resale prices and 
trade-in values are low for the foreign cars, and 
in some localities a car made abroad may be dif- 
ficult to dispose of promptly unless at a great 
sacrifice to the owner. Whether this higher de- 
preciation is outweighed by the lower list price 
and the better fuel economy depends upon the 
length of time the owner expects to keep his car 
and upon the miles per year of use, but it de- 
serves as careful an estimate as possible 

The fuel economy of the low-horsepower car is 
quite good—not only in the advertisements but 
in actual performance. Gasoline costs, with gaso- 
line at 30 cents per gallon, may often amount to 
less than 1 cent per mile. Cost of oil changes is 
almost negligible. (The crankcase of the Renault 
Dauphine, for example, holds only 1%4 quarts!) 
Some makes use an air-cooled engine, and these, 
of course, require no anti-freeze and are free from 
problems of cooling-system maintenance 


Comfort and convenience 

In their attempts to provide the maximum amount 
of “transportation” per gallon of gasoline, per 
inch of wheelbase, and per dollar of price, Euro- 
pean manufacturers have left off nonessentials to 
a surprising degree, reminding one of the days of 
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Morris Minor 1000 


EUROPEAN-MADE CARS 


Foreign economy cars, under $2000 


Model A Fords. Most buyers will be dis ippoin te d 
in the ventilating and heating systems of some 
foreign cars, which are often as primitive as the 
American systems are complex 

Passenger space in most European sedans is 
adequate in the front seat, and the two bucket 
seats on some models (often with adjustable backs) 
can teach American designers how to provide com- 
fort without the thick backrest and seat cushions, 
and other devices that many American motor car 
manufacturers seem to find necessary. But rear- 
seat leg room ranges from the barely adequate to 
the thoroughly inadequate. The rear seat of the 
Volkswagen, Ford Prefect, Renault Dauphine, 
Metropolitan, and Morris Minor is inadequate for 
even small adults for long trips. In many fam 
ilies, all members occupy the car less than 10 per 
cent of its running time, and where this is the 
case, the other advantages of the small car may 
outweigh the occasional inadequacy of space 

A number of the foreign cars are decidedly, 
ferior in riding comfort; in some, but not all, short 
wheelbase and light weight combine to produce 
a good deal of pitch, bumpiness over highway pits 
and seams, susceptibility to gusts of wind, and 
vibration in the steering Most models of the 
better foreign cars have good stability and excel 
lent cornering, and the quality of the ride becomes 
a safety factor only if it tends to fatigue the driver 
on’ ng trips. One should bear in mind that too 
soft or smooth a ride is also a factor making for 
hazard in driving on long trips at high speeds. 
The driver tends to become hypnotized by the 
smooth unjarring monotony and the slight atten- 
tion +he has to give to steering and other factors 
because the numerous mechanical auxiliaries take 
over responsibilities formerly left with the driver. 





Opel Rekord 


Hillman Minx 


which required him to remain vigilant and to us¢ 


his muscles 


Driving ease, performance, and safety 


Some but not all European cars require consider 
able gearshifting because of the low horsepower 
and because the engine does not perform well at 
low speeds. Down-shifting is required on slig! 
grades, in traffic, on turning corners at the 


A good n 


automat 


speeds necessary in city driving 
drivers prefer the manual over the 
transmission, because under critical conditions 
on extreme grades, and snow and ice, it gives them 
better control of the car. Such drivers are 
likely to find the additional amount of shifting 
objec tionable; some, indeed, enjoy expel di yw tik 
efiort that has to be used in driving as compared 
with the increasingly automatized American cat 
No doubt, however, many American drivers w! 
have become accustomed to the easy | 
brakes and power steering, et 
is too much work about driving 

Compensating in part for the extra work 
shifting is the extreme ease of steering. On most 
of the foreign cars, steering is fast and light, with 
no need at all for a power auxiliary, and likewise 
the turning radius is so short that turning about 


and parking are greatly facilitated. In a surpris- 


ing number of cases, one can go into a parking 
space by driving forward, in cases where this 
would be wholly impossible with a long American 
car. This feature is an important one when the 
car is used frequently for errands in town or city. 

In most situations, the comparatively sluggish 
acceleration due to the low horsepower is not a 
serious drawback, particularly if one is not deeply 
concerned with breaking away from a traffic light 


Volkswagen 


it Euro; 


engine speeds much fn 


{ 
i! Ameri inl Ci 
he ca mpr D rmance by shifting upwar 


Ame rical 


istomed tf 


at highe in he would in ar 
ir witl nual gearshift 


The required pass another car will be 


two or tin reat as for an American 


the opposite lane 


is moder 


not 
ahe 
seeking 
time Wh 
to pull off he shoul and let the mo 
by iu i nal the fore 
it I] 1) bright, 
that ca I! 
weather 


condition 
dim light, for maximum visibilit 
One ofisetting advantage of the {« reign cars is that 
the driver usually has a better view of the road 


because of the flatter windshield and low hoc« 


Maintenance and service 

The owner should be prepared to add oil himsel/ 
if necessary and to replace spark plugs. High en 
gine speeds cause faster depreciation of spark 
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plugs, and a defective plug can greatly reduce the 
effectiveness of a one-, two-, three-, or four-cylinder 
engine, where this would hardly be noticed with 
an American six- or eight-cy!inder car. 

The most serious weakness of the foreign car is 
that if a failure of a part, or an accident, requires 
replacement of a door or fender, or other vital 
part, the car may need to be laid up for an ex- 
tended period. The availability of an authorized 
service agency decidedly does not guarantee the 
prompt availability of a specific part. For this 
reason, the prospective buyer will do well to check 
on the availability of parts and on the competence 
of his local service agency, and its willingness to 
go to some trouble for a customer. 

Aside from the local mechanic or the authorized 
agency, repairs and service are generally avail- 
able in large cities, at any garage specializing in 
servicing sports cars. Here one is likely to find 
mechanics who are thoroughly familiar with 
European engines and generally conscientious 
about doing a thorough job—particularly impor- 
tant when lubrication is needed—but charges are 
likely to be high because these garages deal in a 
luxury commodity with little competition 


General considerations 


In summary, the low-horsepower European car 
offers economy of purchase price, fuel, and main- 
tenance, and much greater maneuverability than 
the larger American-made cars. Against these 
advantages must be weighed the shortcomings of 
less comfort, somewhat greater risk of injury in a 
collision or other ac« ident, more need for attention 
to driving the car, poorer acceleration, and per- 
haps greater depreciation, the problems of spare 
parts and service, and the higher cost of repairs 
when they are needed. Weighing these factors, 
we come to the conclusion that the foreign car 1s 
a justified purchase in the following circumstances 

As a “second” car, used primarily for errands 
and short local runs involving parking in con 


Heinkel 
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gested areas; for this sort of driving, it is definitely 
superior provided the prospective owner judges 
it offers sufficient space for people and things 
Depreciation of the foreign car will almost cer- 
tainly be higher than that of the secondhand 
American car which most people buy nowadays 
as a second car. The small foreign car is excel- 


lent as the “‘first’’ car for a family of two who want 
to use it principally for week-end excursions from 
an urban area, provided that they preler economy 
of operation over flash performance and impres- 
sive appearance. 

The foreign car is not likely to serve well as a 
salesman’s car, because of its lack of comfort and 
power for long runs at high speeds. On the other 
hand, for the man who must travel a long dis 
tance, say 40 to 80 miles daily to and from work, 
the economy of gasoline, oil, and tires afforded by 
the small foreign car is something to be considered 
very seriously. Some of the larger foreign cars, 
such as the Vauxhall, Opel, and Simca, should be 
quite satisfactory for fairly long trips to and from 
work and for salesmen, as well 

The owner who plans to turn in his big Ameri- 
can car on the small foreign car is at a serious 
financial disadvantage, for the turn-in allowance 
will be considerably less than if his present car 
were turned in on another large American car 
The reason for this is that the dealer’s profit 
margin on the small, low-priced foreign cars is 
small, which restricts his possibilities in giving a 
good trade-in allowance on an American car of 


fairly high value Another factor i at since 


the prices of foreign cars are pretty well known and 


it 18 not prac ticable to load these cars with a lot 
ol expensive accessories, the dealer lacks some of 
the opportunity he has in selling high-priced 
American cars to “pad” or ~ pat k” the price 
We believe that where pe yssible a person planning 
to change from an American car to a low-priced 
foreign car would do well to sell his big car pri- 
vately, rather than attempt to trade it in on the 


new car of European make 


isetta 


Gi ~ Aas 





PRICE GROUP 1 (UNDER $1200) 


B. Intermediate 


Isetta 300 (Distributed by 
487 Park Ave., N.Y.¢ $1048 delivered N.Y. 


‘s standard equipment. Made in Germany 


Fadex Commercial ( 


Judged t 
means of getting about for shopping 
| lehinite 


be a satisiactory 
errands, and for other short trips around town 

car for highway but low price, sl 
length, and low gasoline consumption give it real ad\ 


ly not a travel, 


tages for town For more details, see report 
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| 
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99.5 in Fuel 


reverse single 
68.75 
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through gears, 16.5 


rear 
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1.p h 
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a constant speed of 40 m p.h 


st 
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Plexigla 
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t summer day. Similar to the /set 
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approximately 
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PRICE GROUP 2 ($1500 TO $1750 P.O.E.) 


A. Recommended 


Simca Aronde 1300 4-door sedan ((istril). Simca Aut 
120 | New York 22) $1595 P.O.I 
Entry Heater, $50 $1645 with heater 
N.Y Made in France Four inder 


Sales, | 
Port 


ae live red 


56 St 
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-\\ 
, 4 
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AS 


Heater 
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Manua 
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to 60 m.p.h 
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through gears 
from 40 to 60 m.p.! 5 better th 
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29 sex tr 20 t& 
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only serious obje that 
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1957 Judged se 


Volkswagen 2-door sedan 
America, | I ewood ( 
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third choice in this price gt 


Morris Minor 1000 2-door sedan (| )i: 
Inc.. 304 E. 64 St.. N.Y $1648 P 
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at a constant speed of 50 m.p.h., 41 m.p.g.; overall, 
during test period, 36 m.p.g. Riding quality, good on 
smooth roads, but somewhat choppy on rough roads. 
Seats were comfortable, but there was insufficient leg 


room for rear seat passengers. A pleasant car to drive. 


B+ 


Ford Prefect D.L. 4-door sedan (Distrib. Ford Motor 
Co., Jersey City, N.J.) $1639 P.O.E. $1679 with heater 
delivered N.J. (A two-door mcdel, called the Anglia, is 
available at $100 less.) Made in England and Ireland 
Four-cylinder side-valve engine, 36 hp. at 4500 rpm. 
Manual gearshift with three forward speeds and reverse 
Tire size, 5.20 x 13. Wheelbase, 87 in. Over-all length, 
151 in. Fuel tank capacity, 8.4 gal. Trunk space, about 
10 cu. ft. Weight, 1780 lb. Acceleration times from 
0 to 60 m.p.h. through gears, 36 sec.; from 20 to 50 
m.p-h., 24 sec.; from 40 to 60 m.p.h., 21 sec. (about 
average). Gasoline mileage at a constant speed of 5 
m.p.h., 31 m.p.g.; overall, 27 m.p.g. Riding quality 
was satisfactory for a car of this size, but seats were 
somewhat stiff and uncomfortable The car was easy 
to handle after one had become used to its fast steering 
Cornering, good. Small size of rear doors made entrance 
and exit to rear seats somewhat difficult. Had insuffi 
cient leg room in the rear, particularly when front seats 
were set all the way back. Judged a satisfactory car 


for a family of two adults and young children 


Metropolitan 1500 2-door Hardtop (American Motors 
Corp., Detroit 32) $1567 P.O.E Heater, $69 Radio, 
$61.50. Whitewall tires, $18. Made in England. De- 
livered price in N.J. with radio, heater, and whitewall 
tires with which all these cars are equipped, $1775. 
Four-cylinder, overhead-valve Austin engine, 52 hp. at 
4500 rpm. Manual gearshift with three forward speeds 
and reverse. Tire size, 5.20 x 13. Wheelbase, 85 in 
Over-all length, 149% in. Fuel tank capacity, 10.5 gal. 
Weight, 1945 Ib. Acceleration times from 0 to 60 m.p.h. 
from 20 to 50 m.p.h., 14.4 sec.; 


through gears, 25 sec.; 
one of three best cars 


from 40 to 60 m.p.h., 13.8 sec 
tested). Gasoline mileage at a constant speed of 50 
m.p.h., 26.5 m.p.g.; overall, during period of use by CR 
25 m.p.g. Riding quality, good on smooth roads but 
somewhat choppy on rough roads. Small bench-type 
seat in rear and extreme lack of headroom in the rear 
make the rear seat suitable only for small children 
Entrance to trunk through back of rear seat (incon- 


venient). 


PRICE GROUP 3 ($1775 TO $2000 P.O.E.) 


A. Recommended 


Vauxhall Victor 4-door sedan (Genera! \lotors Corp.; 
distrib. Pontiac dealers) $1957.50 P.O.E. Heater is 
standard equipment. $1987.50 delivered N.J. Made in 
England. Four-cylinder, overhead-valve engine, 55 hp. 
at 4200 rpm. Manual gearshift with three forward 
speeds and reverse. Tire size, 5.60 x 13. Wheelbase, 98 
in. Over-all length, 167 in. Fuel tank capacity, 9.6 gal 
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Weight, 2260 Ib. 
celeration times from 0 to 60 m.p-h., 25.2 sec.: from 20 
to 50 m.p.h., 17 sec.; from 40 to 60 m.p.h., 14.5 sec 
one of three best cars tested Gasoline mileage at a 
constant speed of 50 m.p.h., 32 m.p.g.; overall during 
CR's use, about 25 m.p.g. Riding quality and comfort 


Irunk space, about 15 cu. ft. Ac- 


were surprisingly good for a car of short wheelbase: 
seats were comfortable, and headroom and leg room ade 
quate. Engine was smooth and quiet with adequate 
power for passing, and the car cornered and held the 
road well. This car seems to be a very satisfactory com 
promise between the very small imported cars and the 
large, overlong, bulging, overpowered American cars 
Judged a very satisfactory all-around car, adequate for 


iong trips and vacation travel. First choice in group 


Opel Olympia Rekord 2-door sedan (General Motors 
Corp.; distrib. Buick dealers) $1957.50 P.O.} Heater 
is standard equipment. $1987.50 delivered N.]. Made in 
Germany. four-cylinder, overhead-valve engine, 56 hp 
at 44 

speeds and reverse Tire WV heelbase 
100 in. Over-all length n vel tank capacity 
10.5 gal Weight, 1995 II run he about 20 cu 
it \ccelerat i a ol t 60 m.p.h., 31 sex ; 
trom 20 to 50 m.p.h ; trom 40 to 60 m.p.h., 18.5 


i 


0 rpm Manual gearshif vith three forward 


| . } : | 
‘ better in ; } © mileage at a con 
ibout 28 
mv , iv j 
n.p.g Riding a we! ml; seats were comfort 


le and headroom and leg roon 


stant speed o m.p ; m.p.¢ overall 


were adeq late Tho igh 


very similar to the Vauxhall Victor in many respects. the 


| Volkswagen 


Acceleration in seconds 
0 to 30 m.p.h.* 


0 to 60 m.p.h.* 


More than 28.5 
30 sec 


20 to 50 m.p.h.** 


40 to 60 m.p.h.** 33.0 


Gasoline mileage, 
miles per gallon 
at 30 m.p.h. 


at 50 m.p.h. 


Speedometer errors 
at 30 m.p.h. 


at 50 m.p.h. 


Odometer errors 





* shifting through gears 
Neg negligible 





Opel was about 250 Ib. lighter and 8 in. longer than the 
Vauxhall. The Opel is at a disadvantage, pricewise, a 
its 2-door sedan sells at the same price as the Vauxha 
4-door sedan. Second choice in this price group 


B. Intermediate 
Hillman Minx 4-door sedan Rootes Motors, | 
505 Park Ave., New York 22) $1849 P.O.E. $1906 de 
livered N.Y.C., including heater Made in England 
Four-cylinder, overhead-valve engine, 51 hp. at 4600 
rpm. Manual (non-standard) gearshift with four f 
ward speeds and reverse Tire size, 5.60 x 15 Whee 
base, 96 in. Over-all length, 160% in. I 
pacity, 8.7 gal. Trunk space, approximately , 
Weight, 2270 lb. Acceleration times from 0 to 60 m 
27.5 sec.; from 20 to 50 m.p.h., 16.0 sec from 40 t 


m.p.h., 15.0 se one of three be cars tested (as 


st 
mileage at a constant speed of 50 m.p.h., 29.5 


overall, about 26 m.p.g The non-standard positi 
the manual shift ke re nfusing, and will ree 
period to get oO m, and avoid danger 
accident fron 

tively Q vod | 

rough roads. Steering 

feres with legs when foot pedals are 

in rear 1s inadeq 1ate for a tall 

good-looking car, with ample pov 

musual gearshift makes it a 

than the Vauxhall or Ope 

for a two-car family 


CR’S FINDINGS ON ROAD TESTS 


Saab 93 2-door sedan (| )istri iab Mot 
W. 57 St., New York 19) $1895 P.O.E. Heater 


wall tires are standard « ! 


Electric clutch, $100. Made in S 


ed, 2-cvck 


ent $1905 





i 





Acceleration in seconds 
0 to 30 m.p.h.* 


0 to 60 m.p.h.* 


20 to 50 m.p.h.** 


40 to 60 m.p.h.** 


Gasoline mileage, 
miles per gallon 
at 30 m.p.h. 


at 50 m.p.h. 


Speedometer errors 
at 30 m.p.-h. 


at 50 m.p.h. 


Odometer errors 








** in high gear 
consumes 1 quart of oil for each 8 gallons of gasoline 
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Vitamins and vitamin preparations 


(Continued from page 2 


who may have some abnormality in their digestive 
or glandular system, and those persons, if they 
take vitamins, should do so under the care of a 
physician who knows their problem and the way 
in which their ailments may properly and safely 
be dealt with. We may as well face it: only the 
physician has the background of extensive infor- 
mation needed to make such decisions correctly, 
in the light of the best knowledge available at a 
given time. You may safely take our word for 
this. If a physician hasn't actually directed you 
to take a specific vitamin or vitamin-and-mineral 
preparation, you would do better not to use it; 
it is wise to disregard entirely the opinions of 
friends, or of commercially interested persons who 
have vitamins for sale. The latter are no more 
qualified to prescribe what you need for health 
than a tailor would be to cut a suit for a man he 
has not seen and measured. 

The vitamins most likely to do harm through 
overdosage are vitamins A and D. The possible 
harmful effects of vitamins are not a simple matter 
but often involve quite complex questions; the 
harm done depends upon other things that are 
being consumed. Thus, for instance, a deficiency 
of vitamin A in the diet renders animals more 
susceptible to the toxic effects of vitamin D. In 
one instance, a mother who brought a very sick 
two-year-old child to the clinic was found to have 
fed him vitamin D in great excess on the assump- 
tion that if a little vitamin was a good thing, more 
of it would be better. It was a matter of several 
morniths before the damage due to the overdosing 
with vitamin D became noticeable, and when it 
dic come evident, the ailment was a very seri- 
ous one, 

The question of the harm that may be done by 
vitamins involves questions of food balance. Thus, 
a person who combines the drinking of consider- 
able milk with the taking of vitamin D can get far 
too much calcium in his body chemistry. An 
early effect of the excess may be some impairment 
of sight, and a later result may be a disabling 
bone disease or kidney stones. The delicacy of 
the relationship of vitamins with other substances 
is little appreciated, and harm may be done by the 
casual assumption that popular vitamin prepara- 
tions may be used by anyone and can do no 
harm. The body may be protected in one case 
because of some other food substance which is 
being consumed, and in another similar instance, 
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or with another person, or a person in a different 
state of health, it may not 

The appearance of a vitamin deficiency may 
sometimes occur when the real trouble is a defi- 
ciency of protein in the diet. This, by the way, is 
a common difficulty, especially with women, who 
often tend to favor carbohydrate foods, and for 
that reason consume a little less of high-quality 
protein foods (meat, eggs, fish, cheese) than they 
need for good health and energy 

Children often suffer from an excess of vitamins 
for many things they consume are fortified (for 
example, baby foods and milk), and the taking of 
vitamin pills or liquid vitamin preparations simply 
adds to a diet which in some cases has already 
been overloaded with one or more added vitamins 
and minerals. 

A medical journal reports that manufacturing 
plants are not well advised in providing vitamins 
for their employees. Vitamins have often been 
furnished free to employees in such circumstances 
due to the importunities of clever salesmen who 
4] 


sences 


have persuaded the management that 
due to illness will be diminished by dosing every- 
one with vitamins; that a program ol free vitamins 
will be highly profitable to the company 

To repeat: Man should as a rule take his vita 
mins in the form of natural foods, foods not over 
processed, chiefly foods that are not too far re- 
moved from the original source in farm or orchard, 
foods that have been treated with a minimum of 
preserving, flavoring, coloring, and _ stabilizing 
additives, and a minimum of factory processing. 
There is an exception in young children who need 
vitamin D for bone growth but, in such cases, 
the feeding of vitamins should be under the direc- 
tion of a qualified physician, and the amount 
given should in no case exceed what he recom- 
mends 

An unfortunate aspect of the buying of pills and 
potions is that vitamin supplements are often 
used by persons who could afford an adequate 
diet but cannot, perhaps, afford both an adequate 
diet and a program of vitamin supplementation 
Such persons should spend what money they ca: 
spare on good foods, particularly the fish, meat, 
eggs, and cheese already mentioned that are char- 
acterized by a high content of high-quality pro- 
tein, rather than divert some of their funds to the 
expensive vitamin supplements. Physicians some 
times prescribe vitamins in cases where, because 
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of food allergy or some other cause calling for 
dietary restrictions, the types of natural foods 
that can be consumed are limited in some way 
[he doctor may also prescribe a fish liver oil or 
some other vitamin D preparation for pregnant 
women, and for nursing mothers, who may also 
be given vitamin A. Beyond such cases, actual 
instances of need for extra vitamins are very rare 
in the adult American population. 

People have written to ask whether it is safe 
to buy the cut-price vitamins offered at what are 
alleged to be wholesale prices, which are being 
offered on the radio and in newspaper advertising 
Indications are that these vitamin preparations 
are not inferior to those generally offered on the 
market; there is no known correlation between 
the low price of some of these products and the 
likelihood of finding them deficient in some 
respect. 

The actual cost of the ingredients used in vita- 
min tablets of any make is only a small fractior 
of the price charged to the consumer. The retail 
price is determined by market acceptance (‘‘de 


mand’’) and by costs of labels, containers, adver 
tising, salesmanship, and many other factors 

A study made in Canada showed that some 
vitamin manufacturers had no analytical control 
facilities, and in such cases over 50 percent ol the 
samples of the produc ts they oflered were below 
label claims. In one instance, because the manu 
facturer had no specialized chemical knowledg: 
and skills, 80 percent of the vitamin A in one of 
his produc ts was destroyed during processing 

The federal and state governments should have 
long since taken care to discourage the sale ol 
stale vitamin preparations by regulations requir 
ing that the date of manufacture (not just a date 
of “‘expiration’’) be placed on vitamin products 
subject to deterioration. It is hoped that stat 
and federal authorities may soon establish such 
a requirement 

If you really need vitamins, and want to be 
sure of quality, it would be the part of wisdom 


to pay the extra price asked for products made by 


a reputable, well-known drug manufacturer ol 
' 


standing and experience, and bearing his lab 
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Appearance of a lacquered test pane! after being left outdoors 
covered by one of the auto covers for four days. The small pin- 
point specks seen above may in time develop into a general break- 
down of the finish. The larger marks are traces of plastic coating 
material which were transferred from the cover to the lacquered 
finish of the car. 
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Rolla-Cloth Portable Garage 


Car covers 


Sometimes referred to as 


P bb] 
“portable garages, 


but tests indicate they are 
poor substitutes for garages 


MANY A CAR OWNER who has no garage or carport 
for his automobile has probably become interested 
through advertisements in a plastic or plastic 
coated cover that can be pulled over the car. 

To determine the effectiveness and convenience 
in use of such covers, two difierent makes were 
tested by Consumers’ Research. The two tested 
were Rolla-Cloth, made of cotton fabric coated 
with polyethylene, and Mardo Portable Car Cover, 
made of sheet plastic. From the outset of the 
test, there was particular difficulty in fitting either 
of the covers over a car radio antenna. In an 
early trial, the antenna punched a hole through 
the Mardo. Subsequently, to prevent this from 
happening again, the covers were draped around 





the antenna, leaving part of the car uncovered 
The Mardo was much more easily torn than the 
Rolla-Cloth, and tears in the Mardo enlarged 
more easily when once started. It was also neces 
sary to exercise extreme care to avoid snagging 
the plastic cover on such projections as license 
plates and hood ornaments 

Both covers had a tendency to “balloon’’ and 
even to blow off in a strong wind unless the cars 
were parked in a sheltered location. This was 
somewhat less of a problem with the Rolla-Cloth 
which was heavier and had a drawstring around 
the bottom that permitted it to be tightened and 
tied around the car; the Mardo cover had a 
elastic around the bottom that could not be 
fitted tightly enough around the car’s contours 
Both covers were found to afford protection 
wainst rain, snow, and dust, but unless the finis! 
of the car to be covered was free from dust 


‘ 


grit when the cover was slid over the car and its 
fenders, the paint became scratched easily; this 
would happen, too, in removing the cover 


After use of the car covers for several days or 





more, marks were found on areas where the 
covers had been in contact with the finish. When 
moisture accumulated between the paint finish 
and the covers, as can readily h ippen under cer 
tain weather conditions, the d image was acceler 
ated. 

It is CR’s belief that a good coating of auto 
mobile wax will be less expensive than a car cove 
and, in the long run, afford better all-around pro 


tection, and be a good deal less trouble 


C. Not Recommended 


Mardo Portable Car Cover (\ardo Sales Corp., 48! 
Lex gton Ave New Y < 17 $6.75 plus 35 postage 
Plastic sheet 
mce started ne enlarged ¢ ly 4 cover made 


75, plus 45 


Tore easily, and rips 


was not tested 
Rolla-Cloth Portable Garage (bud g. Co 
delphia 40 M mtgomer Ward's Cat No. 61 


95 S$ shippin { ton taprK coated 


/ 


A change for the better 


THe Jet King Blow Torch, reported on in the 
September 1957 BULLETIN, has recently beer 
changed in several important respects which favor 
ably affect its performance. Some time after 
publication of our report, the manufacturer, The 
Kidde Manufacturing Co., Inc., Bloomfield, New 
Jersey, informed Consumers’ Research that the 
model they are supplying at present is not 
same as the one that Consumers’ Research had 


the 
purchased and reported on. Tests by Consumers’ 
Research on the newer model indicate that the 
handle does not get too hot and the new model 
can be safely used and handled as long as needed 
Some distributors, however, may still be supply- 


ing the torch that was rated unfavorably by CR 
if pictures in recent advertisements portray cor 


rectly the device offered for sale 

[he new model may be readily distinguished 
from the earlier model b ises a thin flame 
shield made of stainless steel, ther than one ol 
brass as formerly employed In addition, the 
new Jet King is only 5*4 incnes long, about one 
inch shorter than the older model, and therefore 
more convenient to use (see illustration The 
prices ol $1 95 for the torch with extra cartridges 
at two tor 49 cents remain the same 

The change ol desig 


the device as A. Re 
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THE 1958 CARS 


A discussion of features and trends 


WHILE THE STYLISTS have been very busy trying 
to make the new models look as different as possi- 
ble from the 1957 models, there appear at this 
writing to be no really important or basic changes 
that should cause any owner to feel dissatisfied 
with his last year’s model. That is unless he is 
one of those who just yearn to drive the very 
latest in automobile bodies. There are some new 
gadgets, novel spring suspensions, more dual 
headlights, and a lot of face lifting, but the new 
cars offer no better transportation than last year's, 
and certainly the upward trend is continuing in 
cost of operation, cost of repairs resulting from 
the effects of slight collisions, to which the highly 
ornate head lamps and taillights contribute 
alarmingly. 

The old techniques for gypping the customer 
(packed prices, which permit what seems to be ex- 
tremely generous trade-in prices) will still, unfor- 
tunately, be with us, perhaps be stepped up a little 
to help cover up this year’s higher net selling 
prices. About half of the 1958 models will require 
premium gasoline and about one third of these 
will require super-premium gasoline. 

The trend to 14-inch wheels continues with 
Buick and some Studebaker and Rambler models 
changing from 15-inch wheels to 14-inch. This 
is unfortunate, for the 14-inch wheels have not 
proved satisfactory; 14-inch tires give about 20 
percent less tire mileage than 15-inch tires; worse 
still, the smaller wheels reduce the amount of 
cooling available for the brakes and result in 
brake failures. In Milwaukee, General Motors, 
under pressure from the city government, is 
equipping with 15-inch wheels several cars in a 
fleet of 47 1957 Chevrolet police squad cars and 
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Tests of the 1958 automobiles are now in prog 
ress. Each month as many individual cars 
as possible will be reported until al! the more 
important models have been covered. At that 
time, comparative ratings in the various 
price groups will be issued. 


combination squad car ambulances, many 
which have had brake failures. This is to be 
done at no cost to the city. The manufacturer 
has stated that 1958 cars sold for police and 
heavy-duty service will have 15-inch wheels 
This is a case where efficiency and safety have 
been sacrificed for style; the use of smaller wheels 
was devised as a low-cost means of lowering the 
height of the cars. The lowering is a major ele- 
ment in the program to make last year's cars 
look out of date. 

Prices are higher, on the average about $100 
or 3.5 percent. Though horsepowers are higher in 
most makes this year, manufacturers have had 
enough complaints about overemphasis on speed 
so that thev will make no special point of their 
grossly overpowered engines in advertising. (Olds- 
mobile has gone against the general trend by 
slightly reducing the horsepower on one of its 
lines—the 8&8.) 

Air suspension is available as optional equip- 
ment at prices ranging from $150 to $200 on all 
cars except those made by Chrysler, American 
Motors, and Studebaker-Packard. The careful 
consumer will go slow in buying one of these sys- 





tems for they are complicated and will require the latest and most novel of everything, has redesigned 
servicing by a specially-trained mechanic. It and restyled in an attempt to regain the number one 
might be advisable to wait a year or two to see sales spot. One of the changes will not be appreciated 
how the new suspensions work out in actual by those whose garages were built for shorter cars, for 

the over-all iength has been increased. One wonders if 
service. Among the problems presented by the ert on 

automobile marketing men have no friends who have 
new suspension 1s that reservoir tanks have to already rebuilt their garage to accommodate a longer 
car and feel that they cannot afford a second rebuilding 


otherwise the system will not function properly to take care of that extra 9 inches of this vear’s Chevrolet 


be drained of moisture every 1000 to 2000 miles; 


and in cold weather may freeze up. (Chevrolet Entirely apart fron 1 expense of housing a larger 
introduces alcohol vapor to prevent treezing car in the garage, even in a garage in which it will fit if 


: : ’ : " . 1] . less 
Leveling and lift valves and air intake filters berthed very slowly and carefully ie extra useles 


must be cleaned and replaced regularly. Towing, inches make even more difficult the already acute park 


. : ing problems of automobil vn ind ] o the danger 
already complicated by the automatic transmis ms | , : lang 
. ‘o m the road (Chevrolet have dropped the ld JJ0 and 
sion, can be made a still more difficult problem if ; 

210 designations; the corresponding lines are now known 


as al Biscayne he Bel Air line is continued 


i spec ial procedure ; the leveling system must with ; additional mod the 


the air in the system is low. Jacking up requires 


Impala, available in a 
be disengaged, the emergency brake must be r onar 1d a two-door hardtop. ‘ prings, front 


leased, the transmission must not be in Park or and rear, at indard equipment. An air suspension 
Reverse, and the wheels should be blocked i to th Car 1s t irry is avatlablk 


prevent the car's falling off the jack 


BUICK, in a speeded up eftior recover the sl 
# the market it lost in 1957, is said to be using desig 
they had intended to bring out in, 1959 In additi t iresweep. horsepower : reased from 245 t 
he Special, Century, Super, and Roadmaster, a new luxut n the | j , to 1 nd on the 
the Limited, eight inches longer than the Roadmaster : it rom 295 ; remai 
ffered. Buick has dropped its familiar emblem of same A new mperatut avy tv brake fluid 
portholes; the ornament (a V in a ring with a boiling point « ( 390°} ing used this 


front fender instead of on the hood vear. which sh help to reduce the tendency to brake 


trivialities the newness of this year's cars fading caused bi - on § the brakes 


is a new Dynaflow transmission with three that comes wi 


turbines. Front brake drums on all except the Specia! 

ire of finned aluminum to dissipate heat faster and re EDSEL is available in four t I ertised fac 
delivered prices 1 i ror 5 r the Ranger 
equipment on all models This is claimed to give a loor seda vith standard tr: ission, to $3801 for 
softer, better controlled ride and aims to keep the car at Hatt0 run th automatic transmissio 

about the same level irrespective of the concentratior 1 P ed at 303 hor 


das! wer a d Citation are rated at 345 h 


luce brake fade. Air suspension is available as optior 


f the load in the car. Moving a lever under the 
raises the body and frame about five inches to mak« i 
acking up the car easier and to help with getting the 

ar out of deep snow and mud. All models are equipped 

with a 364 cubic inch V-8 engine, rated vear, at 

250 horsepower for the Special and 300 horsepower f 


the otheia 


CADILLAC has a 210-hors: power engine on all models 


except the Eldorado which is rated at 335 horsepower 


An elect 


tor mo 


last year Cadillac engines were rated at 285). Compres 
“ : ‘ stationar 
sion ratio is 10.25 to 1, and will probably require the 
equipmer! t 
se of super high-test gasoline priced about 6 cents above , 
. is standart 
lar gasoline and 3 cents above premium. Coil 
suspens 

used at the rear Che optional air ride sus 

s similar to Butck’s, and the grille with its 


| 


sprinkling of jewel-like protrusions”’ is also sir 


to the new Buick grille. Cadillac hz vllowed FORD. 
the trend to 14-inch wheels, but has retained the mor in “rece 


“ 


desirable 15-inch wheels (see comments in text spent $185 1 the 1958 |} 


“ 


we assume thi , 200.000 cars 


CHEVROLET, in a close race with Ford for a major cost of 1 face lifts 


share of the market and aware of the importance ol which will necessari 
’ 


appearance tor capturing the interest of those who wis! 
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his car or in a lowering of quality. Ford, of course, is not 
alone in spending vast sums to maintain its sales posi- 
tion, but unfortunately it is the consumer who has to 
pay the piper for what the manufacturer claims, of 
ourse, to be doing in the consumer's behalf. 

Chere have been extensive styling changes which have 
resulted in a car that has a pleasing appearance but is 
not flashy On the engineering side, a new Cruise-O 
Vatic transmission is offered that is said to provide 
‘nearly imperceptible” up-shifting, and “overdrive econ 
omy with automatic transmission convenience.” An 
improved Fordomatic transmission is also available. Four 
basic engines are offered, a 223 cubic inch six rated at 
145 horsepower, a 292 cubic inch V-8 at 205 horsepower, 
a 332 cubic inch V-8 at 240 and 265 horsepower, and a 
$52 cubic inch V-8 at 300 horsepower 
system known as the Ford-Aire will be available as op 
tional equipment at extra cost for Fairlane, Fairlane 500, 
and station wagon models with V-8 engines and auto 
matic transmissions. 


\n air suspension 


MERCURY. It is indeed strange to find the Ford 
Motor Co. emphasizing the built-in safety of the 1958 
Vercury lines, while providing engines with rated horse 
power varying from 312 to a fantastic 400, all with 10.5 
to 1 compression ratios, which will probably require the 
use of super-premium gasoline. Detracting also from 
safety are the over-all lengths, which have been increased 
about two inches on the Monterey and Montclair; the 
new series, the Park Lane, is about nine inches longer 
than the 1957 Mercurys 
optional equipment at extra cost 


Air suspension is available as 
Brakes are self 
adjusting, and are claimed to eliminate the need for 
manual adjustment during the life of the lining. 


OLDSMOBILE is to be congratulated as one manu 
facturer which has not increased the length of its 1958 
models; indeed, on this make, horsepower has actually 
been decreased by a modest amount on one model, the 
88. On the other hand, the Super 88 and 98 show a very 
substantial increase in claimed horsepower, from 277 to 
305. Oldsmobile claims an improvement in fuel economy 
of up to 20 percent for the 88 and 8 percent for the more 
powerful cars. Possibly this emphasis on fuel econom 
is a reflection of the growing perception among auto 
mobile manufacturers of the popularity of foreign cars 
with their high miles-pe:-gallon possibilities. It is about 
time that automobile manufacturers gave up their ef- 
forts to serve the interests of gasoline refineries. Per- 
haps this is the year when the automobile manufacturer 
will start thinking about the consumer's desire to get 
20 to 25 or even 30 miles per gallon instead of 10 to 12 
in his driving. 

An air-spring suspeasion system is available as op- 
tional equipment at extra cost on all Oldsmobile models 
Unlike most other GM cars, Oldsmobile has not changed 
from leaf to coil springs at the rear wheels. 


PLYMOUTH and DODGE. These two cars are 
basically unchanged in style except for alterations of the 
trim, a new front grille, and other minor items to give 
the cars a different look. From the standpoint of Con 
sumers’ Research and of consumers, too, who do not 
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buy with any wish to impress their neighbors, this con 
tinuance of an existing style is a good thing. (Note com 
ment, pages 31, 32, on the high cost of providing the 
last word in styling, which, of course, is in addition to 
the high cost of making repairs of dents and bumps on 
the newest-stvled cars with elaborate light arrays and 
grilles.) The torsion-bar suspension system, which gives 
a very comfortable ride, is continued; air suspensior 


Dade 


PONTIAC, which uses the same body shell for most 


ol its models as does Chevrolet, has a new front and 


will not be offered on Plymouth and 


rear end design. Like Chevrolet, the rear leaf springs 
have been replaced by coil springs to facilitate the appli 
cation of the optional air suspension. In body design 
the Pontiac must be classed as distinctive, for all models 
have fancy side mouldings resembling a missile; the 
cost of repairs in case of accident damage would be con 
siderable. Horsepowers have been increased on all mod 
els, but the two lower horsepower engines for use wit! 
synchromesh (non-automatic) transmission are claimed 
to use regular gasoline. Bodies are wider and, following 
the GM trend and disregarding the increasingly difficult 
problem of parking and turning, are as much as 9 inches 
longer. In addition to the Chieftain, Super Chief, and 
Star Chief, a new series, the Bonneville, will be available 


ina sport coupe and convertible 


RAMBLER claims that its 1958 cars have more than 


100 major styling and engineering improvements. The 
six-cylinder engine is rated at 127 compared to 125 
horsepower for last year’s model, and the Rebel V-8 has 
215 horsepower (190 last year); these cars are on a 108 
inch wheelbase. (Later in the year, a Rambler American 
ma 100-inch wheelbase will make its appearance.) Both 
engines use regular gasoline and, because of increased 
compression ratios and a new 4-barrel carburetor on the 


V-8, are claimed to give better gasoline eage The 


| 
lt I 
Rambler American, a 5-passenger car which will offer 


transportation at low cost, seems to be American Motors 
attempt to stem the foreign car invasion and along witl 


the Metrop ditan should, if the price is low enough, give 


them a share of the small car market The Ambassador 
now becomes part of the Rambler series. It has a 117 
inch wheelbase, a 270 horsepower V-8 engine, and re 
sembles the Ramblers in appearance 

All models have push-button controls for the auto 
matic transmission, governed by a vacuum control svs 
tem. A Powr-Lok rear-axle differential system is offered 
on all V-8 models as optional equipment. This permits 
the wheel with the best traction to receive the greatest 
dri % force when the car is pulling through sand, mud 


snow, or ice. 


STUDEBAKER-PACKARD are offering the Scots 
man, Champion, Commander, President, and Hawk series 
also a Packard Hawk, a Packard 4-door sedan, statior 
wagon, and a hardtop 
from 101 to 275. The 1958 Scotsman is practically un 
changed from the model which was introduced late last 


Horsepower ratings will range 


year. The suspension system is claimed to adjust auto 
matically to varying loads and to give a softer and more 
stable ride. A twin-traction rear-axle differential similar 
to that used by Rambler is offered as optional equipment 





Ratings of Motion Pictures 


THIS SECTION aims to give critical consumers a digest of opinion 
ly 
iu 


from a wide range of motion picture reviews, including the motior 


picture trade press, leading newspapers and magazines—some 19 


different periodicals in all. The motion picture ratings which follow 


thus do not represent the judgment of a single person, but are based 


on an analysis of critics’ reviews. 


The sources of the reviews are 
Boxoffice, Cue, Daily News (N. Y¥ The Exhibitor, Films in Review, Harrison's Reports 
Joint Estimates of Current Motion Pictures, Motion Picture Herald, National Legion 
Decency, Newsweek, New York Herald Tribune, New York Times, The New Yorker. Parents 
Magasine, Release of the D. A. R. Preview Commitiee, Reviews and Ratings by the Protes 
tant Motion Picture Council, The Tablet, Time, Variety (weekly 


licate the number 
alues warrant a 


The figures preceding the title of the picture i 
of critics whose judgments of its entertainment 
rating of A (recommended), B (intermediate), or ( t recommended 

Audience suitability is indicated by “A"’ for adults, “Y" for 


young people (14-18), and “C” for children, at the end of each line 


Abductors, The 
Abominable Snowman, The 
(British) 
Across the Bridge (British) d 
Action of the Tiger (British). war-me! 
AdmirableCrichton, The (British) dr 
Affair in Reno 
Affair to Remember, An 
All Mine to Give 
Alligator Named Daisy, An 
(British) mus-CcO 
Amazing Colossal Man, The 
And God Created Woman 
(French) 
Apache Warrior hist 
As Long As They're Happy 
(British 
Assault (Finnish) 
Baby and the Battleship, The 
(British) ‘ 
Back from the Dead 
Badge of Marshall Brennan, 
The 
Band of Angels 
Battle Hell (British) 
Bayou 
Beautiful But Dangerous 
Beginning of the End 
Bermuda Affair (British) 
Bernardine com-c AY¢ 
Black Patch, The wes A 
Black Scorpion, The sci-mel AY 
A 
1 


SCct-mei 


NN ne te 


© ne 
oe ae ee 


nN 


Ow Ow owor 
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Black Tent, The (British) adv-< 
Body is a Shell, The lr 
Bombers B-52 war-dr-c A) 
Bop Girl Goes Calypso MuUS-CO 
Bride of the Monster 
Brothers in Law (British) 
Brothers Rico, The 
Buckskin Lady, The 
Cabaret (German) 
Cabiria (Italian) 

Calypso Heat Wave 
Careless Years, The 
Cartouche 

Cat Girl (British) 
Checkpoint (British) mel- 
Chicago Confidential mel 4 
Colditz Story, The (British) mel AY( 
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Constant Husband, The 
(British 
Copper Sky 
Courage of Black Beauty 
Curse of Frankenstein, The 
British 
Cyclops 
D.1., The 
Daughter of Dr. Jekyll 
Deadlier Than the Male (French). . dr 
Death in Small Doses mys-mel 
Decision Against Time 
British 
Decision at Sundown 
Deerslayer, The 
Delicate Delinquent, The 
Destination 60,000 
Devil's Hairpin, The 
Dine 
Disembodied, The 
Doctor at Large (British 
Domino Kid, The 
Enemy from Space (British 
Escapade (British 
Escapade in Japan dr 
Escape from San Quentin m ys-mel 
Every Second Counts (French dr 
Face in the Crowd, The lr 
Fedra, the Devil's Daughter 
Spanish 
Fernandel the Dressmaker 
French 
Fire Down Below 
Flesh Merchant, The 
Footsteps in the Night 
Forty Guns 
Four Bags Full (French 
From Hell It Came 
Fuzzy Pink Nightgown, The 
Gentle Touch, The (British 
Gervaise (French 
Ghost Diver 
Giant Claw, The 
Girl in Black, A (Greek 
Girl in Black Stockings, The 
God is My Partner 
Golden Virgin, The (British 
Green Man, The (British) 
Gun Battle at Monterey 


ri-mel 
sca-mel 
J 
war-ar 


rt-mci 
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Gun Glory 

Gunsight Ridge 

Hatful of Rain, A 

Hear Me Good 

Helen Morgan Story, The 

Hell Boun 

Hell Canyon Outlaws 

Hell on Devil's Island 

Hidden Fear 

Hired Gun, The 

House of Numbers 

How to Murder a Rich Uncle 
(British) com 2 

Hunchback of Notre Dame, The. dr- 

I Was a Teenage Werewolf 

Interlude 

Invasion of Saucermen 

Invisible Boy, The 

Island in the Sun 

it Happened in the Park 
(French-Italian) 

Jailhouse Rock 

James Dean Story, The 

Jeanne Eagels 

Jet Pilot 

Joe Dakota 

Johnny Trouble 

Joker is Wild, The 


cri-mel . 


AMA & Ohm 


oY 


sNmuw 


wuUwnNe 


Vwwnr ui & bo 
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Pursuit of the Graf Spee 
(British) 

Quantez 

Raintree County 

Reform School Girl 

Ride Out for Revenge 

Rising of the Moon, The 

Rock All Night 

Rock Around the World 
(British) 

Rockabilly Baby 

Roots, The (Mexican) 

Run of the Arrow 

Sad Sack, The 


Scandal in Sorrento (Italian) 


Sea Wife (British) 
Search for Paradise 
Seventh Sin, The 
Short Cut to Hell 
Silk Stockings 


war-dr-c AYC 
wes-c A 
war-dr-c A 
SOC -mel A 
wes A 
dr AYC 


mus-mel A 


mus-tiog AY 
dr AYC 
doc A 
mel-c A 
war-com AYC 
com-< A 
dr-<« A 
trav-c AY( 
dr 
mel 
mus-COM-¢ 


Silken Affair, The (British) 
Sins of Casanova (Italian) 
Slaughter on Tenth Avenue 


com-« 
cri-mel 


Slim Carter ym-c AYC 
Spanish Gardner, The (British).dr-c AYC 


Spoilers of the Forest mel 
Spook Chasers 
Stella (Greek) 


A 
A 
A 
com A 
A 
A 
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Stopover Tokyo 

Story of Mankind, The 

Stowaway Girl (British 

Street of Sinners 

Sun Also Rises, The 

Sweet Smell of Success 

Sword for Hire (Japanese 

Tall Stranger, The 

Taming Sutton's Girl 

Tammy and the Bachelor 

That Night ‘ 

Third Key, The (British) my 

Three Faces of Eve, The 

Three Feet in a Bed (French 

3:10 to Yuma, The 

Tijuana Story, The 

Time is My Enemy (British 

Time Limit 

Tin Star, The 

Tip on a Dead Jockey 

Torero! (Mexican) 

Town Like Alice, A (British 

Town on Trial (British) 

Triple Deception (British) 

Trooper Hook 

20 Million Miles to Earth 

27th Day, The 

Two Grooms for a Bride (British) 

Under Fire war-mel . 

Unearthly, The 

Unholy Wife, The 

Unknown Terror 

Until They Sail war-dr 

Valerie mel 

Value for Money (British) com-< 

Vampire, The cri-dr / 

Virtuous Scoundrel, The 
(French) 

Walk into Hell 

Wayward Bus, The 

Wayward Girl, The 

Weapon, The (British) 

Will Success Spoil Rock 
Hunter? 

Woman in a Dressing Gown 
(British) 

Woman of the River (Italian 

Young and Dangerous 

Young Don't Cry, The 

Zero Hour. 


Julietta (French) 
Jungle Heat 
King in New York, A (British) com . 
Kiss Them for Me com- 
Lady of Vengeance (British) cri-mel , 
Land Unknown, The Sci 
Last Bridge, The (German) war-dr . 
Les Girls MUS-COM-C . 
Light Across the Street, The 

French) dr . 
Loser Takes All (British) com-c . 
Love in the Afternoon dr . 
Love Lottery, The (British) com- 
Lovers’ Net (French) crt-dr . 
Loving You mus-com- 
Lure of the Swamp mel / 
Maid in Paris (French) dr / 
Man Escaped, A (French) war-dr . 
Man in the Road, The 

(British) mel AY 
Man of a Thousand Faces biog / 
Man on Fire dr / 
Midnight Story, The cri-mel . 
Miller's Beautiful Wife, The 

(Italian) 
Mister Rock and Roll mus-com . 
Monolith Monsters, The sci-mel AY( 
Monster from Green Hell, The. sci AYC 
Monster that Challenged the 

World, The sci AY 
Monte Carlo Story, The mus-dr-c A 
1 
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My Gun is Quick. cri-mel . 
My Man Godfrey com-c . 
Night the World Exploded, The sci AYC 
No Down Payment dr A 
No Time to be Young soc-dr A 
1 
i 
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wn 
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we shu 
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Novel Affair, A (British) com-c . 
Omar Khayyam adv-. 
Operation Madball war-com AYC 
Out of the Clouds (British) mel-c AYC 
Outlaw’'s Son wes A 
Pajama Game, The mus-com-c A 
Pal Joey mus-com-c A 

! 
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> CO Ww 
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Parson and the Outlaw, The wes-c , 
Passionate Summer (French) dr , 
Pawnee. mel-c AYC 
Perri doc-c AY 
Pickup Alley (British) 

Portland Exposé 

Pride and the Passion, The 
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The Consumers’ Observation Post 


(Continued from page 4) 


WALLPAPER IS CUSTOMARILY SOLD IN SINGLE, double, and triple rolls 
without any statement of quantity. Even when the roll bears a statement 
"Single," "Double," or "Triple," there is no agreement on the meaning of 
the actual length. It has been suggested that a committee of the National 
Conference on Weights and Measures consider a recommendation that all 
rolls of wallpaper should bear an accurate statement of quantity, including 
such information as whether it is a single, double, or triple roll to- 
gether with the width, length, and number of square feet contained in the 
roll. As one state official pointed out, in view of the fact that wallpaper 
sells for as much as $25 and even more per roll, the consumer is entitled 
to know just how much he is getting, and he should not have to rely for 
such information entirely on the oral statement of the salesman from whom 
he is making the purchase. 

* * #* 

THE CONTAMINATION OF FLUID MILK with residues of chlorinated organic 
pesticides such as DDT continues to increase. In studies made by the Divi- 
Sion of Antibiotics, Food and Drug Administration, in the fall of 1955, of 
some 800 market milk samples, 62 percent were found to contain pesticide 
residues as compared with only 25 percent in earlier surveys Whether this 
contamination is due to pesticide residues on forage eaten by the cows or 
is a result of insecticide sprays used on the cows themselves and in the 
barns and dairies is not known. It is quite undesirable in human food. 

= =| ae 

A CODE OF ETHICS FOR APPLIANCE REPAIR AND SERVICING IS SORELY NEEDED 
in order to eliminate the impression on the part of many consumers that 
poor service is the rule rather than the exception. Such a code should 
outline exactly what each customer might reasonably expect from a particu- 
lar appliance, according to a service executive of one of the largest 
household appliance manufacturers in the country Many consumers, it ap- 
pears, do not understand the terms of warranties and do not realize that 
the dealer cannot afford to send a highly skilled man out on a service call 
that may be required only because directions for operation have not been 
followed, such, for example, as emptying the bag of a vacuum cleaner at 
regular intervals. On the other hand, a lot needs to be done to simplify 
the wording of manufacturers’ warranties so the customer can under- 
stand them. Too often products are put on the market before the dealer has 
information on how to service them, according to Home Furnishings Daily, and 
the dealer then incurs the housewife’s irritation at his lack of know-how 


a eS 


THE CURRENT FLU EPIDEMIC has, as might be expected, brought out a 
flurry of advertising claims for various nostrums Aspirin and rest in bed 
are recommended by physicians for alleviation of discomfort, but even the 
new vaccine highly touted by the U. S. Public Health Service is not a cer- 
tain preventive or cure. Certainly no proprietary gargle, mouthwash, or 
nose and throat spray should be expected to provide significant protection 
against the Asian flu. Last fall the Food and Drug Administration seized 
several shipments of Listerine that were accompanied by placards recom- 
mending its use for prevention of the disease. 

> > > 

BASEMENT STAIRS can be made less dangerous if they are coated with an 
abrasive anti-slip coating called Oil—Dri, sold by O0il-—Dry Corp. of Amer- 
ica, Chicago ll, at $2 per quart. Oil-—Dri is a paint and can be applied to 
any surface with a brush. Two coats are required; the first is allowed to 
dry for a few hours; the second coat dries overnight to give a hard 
abrasive surface. Tests by CR on stair treads subjected to heavy traffic 
indicated the coating had excellent durability. One quart covers approxi- 
mately 30 square feet when a heavy coat is brushed on. It is necessary to 
keep the material well mixed while applying it, to assure evenness of the 
abrasive surface. 
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THE NEED FOR PREVENTING ACCIDENTAL POISONINGS is constantly present 
in this chemical age. Poison control centers where doctors and individ- 
uals can secure information on an emergency basis on the probable cause and 
antidote indicated in the case of home poisonings have been set up in 
increasing numbers throughout the country. In Los Angeles, California, 
the L.A. Children’s Hospital cooperated with the Boy Scouts from the area 
in putting on an exhibit during their Scout-—0-Rama to dramatize the pre- 
vention of poisoning, recognition of poisonous substances, and instructions 
on what to do when poison had been swallowed. Boy Scouts throughout the 
country may well follow this example described in a recent issue of the 
Journal of the American Medical Association. The A.M.A. Committee on 
Toxicology has prepared an exhibit on accidental poisonings that has been 
shown at a number of state and county fairs and also has available a radio 
transcript on the subject for use over local stations. 
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THE PRODUCTION OF MILK IS RISING and outstripping demand, thereby in- 
creasing the amount the government must spend on "price-propping." The 
Wall Street Journal reports that for the year ending June 30, 1957, the 
federal government lost $287 million on dairy products, purchased to hold 
up prices, that had to be sold at cut rates or given away. The paper cal- 
culates the loss amounts to $1.69 for each person in the United States and 
does not include the taxes paid for the Department of Agriculture’s efforts 
to keep the prices of the dairy products at a high level, a truly Humpty 
Dumpty state of affairs. 

* * * 

WITH AMERICANS TRAVELING ALL OVER THE WORLD in large numbers and with 
the entire family going along, medical precautions are beginning to assume 
importance. In an excellent review of the subject, the publication MD 
suggests that it is important to discuss a trip with the family physician 
before you leave. In addition to taking the customary inoculations, drugs 
for motion sickness should be purchased such as Bonamine, Dramamine, Pera- 
zil, Trimeton. Travelers to the tropics need to be reminded that they 
should usually avoid milk or water that is not freshly boiled, meat that is 
not thoroughly cooked, ices, and sometimes locally-—produced soft cheeses 
and butter. Uncooked vegetables, especially salads, and cold pastries 
are best eschewed for the duration of the journey. Sausages made with raw 
meat should not be eaten cold. The next step, the journal predicts, will 
be travel advice for tourists in sealed-—cabin, rocket-powered planes 
traveling at supersonic speeds. For them a whole new set of travel pat- 
terns will need to be developed. 
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DENTAL DECAY IS SOMETIMES CAUSED by holding candy in the mouth. Oral 
Hygiene reports the case of a school teacher who took excellent care of her 
teeth and brushed them regularly, but who was accustomed to hold a candy 
mint in her mouth most of the day The enamel of her teeth showed serious 
erosion. The journal also points out that lemon juice, as well as lemon 
drops and sugar lumps held in the mouth, causes erosion of tooth enamel; 
in some cases cavities develop in the mouths of people who chew a great 
deal of gun. 


NOT NEW BUT WORTH MENTIONING: 


Durex Roller Rod (Durex Hardware Mfg. Corp., 527-31 W. 34 St., New 
York 1) Style 1, 18-30 inch rod with 10 sets of small rollers per rod, 
$2.98. This device is a rod with sliding rollers; each set of four rollers 
carries a little ring for holding a clothes hanger. The purpose is to pro- 
vide more accessible space in a closet and to permit one to sort garments 
readily without hunting through those hanging on a stationary rack. Extra 
sets of rollers are available in units of three at 49 cents per unit for 
those who find their garments are not bulky enough to warrant the space 
permitted by the number of rollers on the rod as supplied. The device 
appeared to work quite conveniently for most people, although care would 
need to be taken with the longer rods, which are available at an increased 
price, to support the rods at suitable intervals so that they do not sag. 
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@ OFF THE EDITOR’S CHEST 


Do clearance sales offer real 


( LEARANCE SALES are |! in full 
merchandise, wu vats, suits 

Stores advertise price reductions » as 50 
percent (Consumers who have any vare cash left 
ulter paying Christmas bills, or who were give 


money to spend as they choose, may find 
, 


bargains, particu rly in winter ¢ 


shop early 


In recen years, cold weather las 


many sections, and really heavy garments 


not actually needed until the latter part of De 


ber Ihe chief disadvantage of wait ng tor eal 


ance sales to make such purcl ises 1S hat the 


ange of sizes is usually incomplete, and there 
not such a wide selection as there was « irliet 


November. The slow, but steady, advance 
prices eat h vear, however, makes it advisable 


the thrifty shopper to keep his clothing budget 


down by advantageous purchases when possible 


Gilt merchandise of all kinds is on sale at frac 
tions of the original prices. Such items as fan 
compat ts, costume }¢ welrv, clo KS ar 
robes and slippers, handbags, luggage, and novel 
ties are all featured at great reductions Those 
who can aflord to do next year’s Christmas sho 
ing so early in the year can secure some impres 
sive bargains—if they are sure the gift Il be 
suitable for the particular recipient they have 
mind and if there is a convenient place for storag 
during the coming year. 

rr iditionally, January and February ire the 
months in which department stores featur 
“White Sales” in many sections of the countr) 
Sheets, towels, and household linens are exten 


Whether there is any special 


advantage to be gained by repl ushing household 


sively advertised 


stocks of suc h items depends or the merchandising 
initiative of the stores in your localit 

Some stores make an effort to secure what is 
called “‘ promotional merchandise” for such sales 


which in the consumer's language means sheets. 
pillowcases, and towels that sell at lower prices 
than the regular lines. Such items may be se 
onds or of lower quality than those usually car 
ried, with a lower thread count, smaller or skimped 
sizes, or fewer yarns in the fabrics. Sometimes 
there are price reductions on well-known brands, 
and when these can be checked as genuine the 
may offer real savings 

Unless there is a substantial saving to be made 


on purchases at such times, there is no particular 
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